Article 10 Signs

Sec. 10.1

General
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10.1.1 Purposes

The purposes of these sign regulations are to:

A.

D.
E.
F.

Permit the effective use of signs as a means ofnwncial and noncommercial
communication;

Maintain and enhance the aesthetic environmentthadability of the city to attract
sources of economic development and growth;

Maintain pedestrian and traffic safety and minimitee distractions, hazards and
obstructions caused by signs;

Minimize the possible adverse effects of signs earby public and private property;
Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of teegeregulations; and

Ensure that the constitutionally guaranteed rajlitee speech is protected.

10.1.2 Applicability

Unless otherwise expressly exempted, the sign aégob of this article shall be binding upon
every owner of a building, every lessee, and eymsson responsible for or who causes the
construction, repair, relocation, or alterationaofy sign in the City of Hickory. Signs may be
erected, placed, established, painted, created antamed only in conformance with the
provisions of this article.

10.1.3 Permits Required

Unless otherwise expressly exempted, no sign magrbeted or structurally altered until a
Zoning Compliance Permit has been obtained in @ecme with Sec. 2.6.

10.1.4 Computations and Measurements

A.

Number of Signs

For the purpose of determining the number of signsign shall be considered to be a
single display surface or display device containglgments organized, related and
composed to form a unit. Where matter is displayeca random manner without
organized relationship of units, where strings ights are used, or where there is a
reasonable doubt about relationship of element$) ement or light shall be considered
to be a single sign. For back-to-back signs orgheih an interior angle no greater than
15 degrees, both surfaces shall be considered sosb®le sign. In the case of v-type or
double-faced signs with an interior angle gredtantl5 degrees, the entire surface shall
be considered to be a single sign.

Sign Area of Individual Signs

The surface area of a sign shall be computed dading the entire area within a
parallelogram, triangle, circle, semi-circle or@thmegular geometric figure, including all
of the elements of the display, but not includimy &lank masking border (a plain strip,
bearing no advertising matter around the edgesigr@, frames, display or identification
or licensing officially required by any governmdriady, or structural elements outside
the sign surface and bearing no advertising maftee. width of the masking border or
sign frame structure shall not extend beyond theimmam surface area more than 6
inches.
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C. Area of Double-Faced Signs

Where the sign faces of a double-faced sign arallpbor the interior angle formed by
the faces is 15 degrees or less, only 1 displag &all be counted in computing sign
area. If the 2 faces of a double-faced sign amenefjual area, the area of the larger sign
face shall be counted as the sign's area. In e afasigns with an interior angle greater
than 15 degrees, cylindrical signs, signs in thapshof cubes, or other signs that are
substantially three-dimensional with respect tarthesplay surfaces, the entire display
surface or surfaces shall be included in computatad sign area.

D. Embellishments

In the case of embellishments (display portionsighs extending outside the general
display area), surface area extending outside teergl display area and bearing
advertising material shall be computed separatelpaat of the total surface area of the
sign.

E. Height and Clearance

The overall height of the sign or sign structurensasured from the normal grade to the
highest point of the sign or sign structure (segufg 10-1). Clearance is measured from
the normal grade to bottom of the sign structurelasing the sign face. Normal grade

shall be construed to be the existing grade poocdnstruction, or newly established

grade after construction, exclusive of any fillilgrming, mounding or excavating solely

for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases whiee normal grade cannot reasonably
be determined or where the normal grade is bel@ngtlade at street level, sign height
shall be computed on the assumption that the etevat the normal grade at the base of
the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearesttf the crown of a public street.

sicn] | SIGN

—

A = Height B= Clearance
Figure 10-1: Sign Heightsand Clearance

10.1.5 Signs Exempt from Regulation
The following signs shall be exempt from regulatiower this article:

A. externally illuminated or non-illuminated signs moiceeding 2 square feet in area, not of
a commercial nature and bearing only property ifleation numbers and names, post
office box numbers and names of occupants of temises;

B. historic markers erected by a governmental body;

C. legal notices, identification and informational resgand traffic directional signs or any
sign erected by or on behalf of a governmental body
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D. integral decorative or architectural features ofldings, except letters, trademarks,
moving parts or moving lights;

E. signs directing and guiding traffic on private pedy, but which bear no advertising
matter and do not exceed 4 square feet in areharela maximum height of 2 feet;

F. incidental signs used in conjunction with equipmeanbther functional elements of a use
or operation. These shall include, but not be &ahito, drive-thru window menu boards,
signs of automatic teller machines, gas pumps, esspmail drop boxes, vending
machines or newspaper delivery boxes, or signstgmhinor permanently attached to
currently licensed motor vehicles that are not edrkr located so as to function as a
sign;

G. official flags, emblems, or insignia of corporapepfessional, fraternal, civic, religious,
or educational organizations limited to one perrlot exceeding 5 feet by 8 feet and
located on the same lot as the organization; and

H. official flags, emblems, or insignia of any govemh

l. Any flag displayed on residential property.

Sec. 10.2 Prohibited Signs
10.2.1 The following signs and attention-getting devickalkbe prohibited:

A. Any sign erected or placed without a proper pewnibtherwise not in compliance with
these regulations;

B. Portable signs;

C. Roof signs (see Section 10.5.1B(4);

D. Balloons and inflatable signs;

E. Search lights or signs with flashing, moving, roigt blinking or varying intensity of
light or color;

F. Banners, flags, and streamers, except as othealiiseed herein;

Signs painted or attached to any trees, rocksthar gimilar organic matter;

H. Signs that are painted, pasted, or printed on anlystone, flagstone, pavement, or any
portion of any sidewalk or street, except traffantrol signs;

l. Signs that by their position, illumination, sizéape or color, obstruct, impair, obscure,
or interfere with traffic signs, signals, or desce

J. Signs that cause glare onto traffic or adjacenp@rty;

K. Signs that emit audible sound, odor, or visibleteratuch as smoke or steam;

L. Signs that exhibit obscene material, including, bot limited to, specified sexual
activities and specified anatomical areas as defimérticle 14;

M. Signs that obstruct any window, door, fire escagiajrway, or opening intended to
provide light, air, or ingress/egress that wouldsgaa violation of building codes;

N. Signs that encroach on a required Sight Triangle;

O. Signs that resemble any official signage or marlard that, by reason of content,
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location, position, shape or color, may be reaslynabnfused with or construed as
traffic-control devices;
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P. Signs within public rights-of-way or on public peny, except as otherwise expressly

permitted;

Q. Strings of lights not permanently mounted to adigiackground, unless otherwise
expressly exempted or allowed under this article;

R. llluminated signs within any residential distriad

S. Vehicular signs.

Sec. 10.3 Sign L ocation
10.3.1 Sight Triangles
All signs shall comply with the Sight Triangle stimnds Sec. 9.4.
10.3.2 Right-of-Way

Unless otherwise expressly stated in this Land [g@weent Code, all signs shall be located
outside the public right-of-way.

10.3.3 Vehicle and Pedestrian Area Clearances

When a sign extends over an area where vehiclesl toa are parked, the bottom of the sign
structure must be at least 14 feet above the grotheén a sign extends over a sidewalk or other
area accessible to pedestrians, the bottom ofigimessructure must be at least 9 feet above the
ground.

Sec. 10.4 Alternative Sign Plan

The Planning Director may approve alternative gtams to provide for flexibility in the applicatioof

sign regulations. Such plans are intended to alwaperty owners to address unique circumstances
affecting their property such as excessive setbacktopography and to encourage the removal or
replacement of non-conforming signs. The Planrdigctor shall find that the alternative sign plan
adheres to the purpose and intent of the regutimmtained herein and that such plans resultan th
reduction of the total number of signs allowedhsr total amount of sign area allowed, while allayviar
reasonable exposure to the adjoining rights of @mce approved, the alternative sign plan shalldesl

to guide the issuance of all sign permits relatethé development in the future.

Sec. 10.5 Signsin Commercial, Office & Institutional and Industrial Districts

The following standards shall be used to regulageiistallation of all wall signs, ground mountéghs,
and subdivision identification signs in all commalc office & institutional and industrial zoning
districts.

10.5.1 Wall Signs

The following standards shall be applied to wadinsi in commercial, office & institutional and
industrial zoning districts:

A. Maximum Area and Numbe(TA 12-01)

D) Wall signage shall be limited to a maximum sizewed (2) square feet of area
per each linear foot of primary building wall orybaidth, not to exceed three
hundred (300) square feet.

(2) Buildings with primary walls in excess of one huedififty (150) linear feet shall
be allowed wall sign area equal to fifteen perd@bdgo) of the total area of the
primary wall face.
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3)

(4)

If a property has frontage on more than one pudtiieet, internal shopping center
driveway or is located at the end of a multi-tengimdpping center, additional
wall signage on the secondary walls shall be pégthisubject to the following

standards:

(@) Additional wall signage shall be permitted only the architectural
treatment of the primary building wall is extendedinclude the wall
upon which the additional signage is to be placed.

(b) Additional wall signage shall be permitted at a maxn of one (1)
square foot per each linear foot of primary buigdimall or bay width,
not to exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet.

The maximum number of signs permitted on the pyniauilding wall shall be
three (3). On secondary walls the maximum numbgeomitted sings shall be
one (1).

Mounting
Wall signs shall be mounted consistent with thaddads listed below:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Equipment
Wall signs shall be mounted to conceal all meclamcelectrical equipment.

Projection

Wall signs shall not project more than twenty-f¢24) inches from the surface
to which they are attached.

Building fagcade
Wall signs shall be mounted parallel to the buiidiacade.

Extensions

Wall signs shall not extend above or below the emfgeny wall or other surface
to which they are mounted. Wall signs shall notdrected, constructed, or
maintained upon or above the roofline of any buaidiThis shall not preclude
the placement of a wall sign against a mansard lfilaing providing the sign
face is horizontally parallel to the building wahd does not extend either above
the highest point or below the lowest point of ti@nsard to which it is affixed.

Other wall signs

An awning, canopy, or mansard may be used for theement of the allowable square
footage for wall signs.

Projecting signs in the C-1 zoning distr{TA 11-01)

In lieu of a free standing sign, properties in @& zoning district may provide one (1)

sign that is mounted perpendicular to the surfacettich it is attached.
Projecting signs are subject to the following stadd:

(1)

(2)

3)

If a projecting sign is placed on the property, free standing sign shall be
permitted.

The building to which the sign is attached mustehavfront setback of less than
ten (10) feet.

The sign shall not project more than thirty-six)(8&hes from the surface of the
wall to which it is attached.
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4) The sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) squas fie area.
(5) The sign shall be mounted to conceal all mechawicalectrical equipment.

(6) The sign shall not be extend above below the efigaywall or other surface to
which it is mounted. Projecting signs shall not é&ected, constructed, or
maintained upon or above the roofline of any buaidi

(7 The sign shall maintain clearance of at least (@)efeet above any pedestrian
walkway

10.5.2 Free Standing Signs (TA 11-01, 12-01 & 14-01)

The following requirements shall apply to all sigmghin all commercial, office & institutional
and industrial zones.

Free Standing Sign Regulations

Zoning District Height =~ Maximum Number Area (Square Feet)

(feet)
C-2, C-3, and 20 1) 1 per principal building, Two (2) sq. ft. per 1 linear foot of building
IND 3 per site frontage, with no single sign over 150 sq.|ft.

2) 1 per public vehicular

right-of-way frontage

(street not driveway)
NC, CC-1, CC-2, 10 1) 1 per principal building 60 sq. ft. per sign (120 total)
Ol, and C-1 and 3 per site

2) 1 per public vehicular
right-of-way frontage
(street not driveway)

A. Setbacks
Freestanding signs shall be maintained at a mininfiue (5) feet setback from all
property lines.
B. Sign Copy
Freestanding signs may advertise only businessdenants located upon the subject
property.
C. Separation
Free standing signs shall be located a minimunaniégt of one hundred (100) lineal feet
from any commercial or industrial center identifioa sign or any other monument sign.
D. Landscaping

All freestanding signs shall be landscaped arotedbse of the sign to ensure that the
structure blends in with the site and the charaafi¢he overall landscape plan. The area
of landscaping shall not be less than the areleo$ign face.

E. Installation

All free standing signs shall be ground mountedupported by decorative supports. For
purposes of these regulations, decorative suppbgl mean at least 2 support members
that are architecturally compatible with the prpati structure on the site (no exposed
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10.5.3

10.5.4

D.

10.5.5

pipes, posts or other support members allowed)ielnof 2 decorative supports a single
support at least 1/3 the width of the sign may $edu

Window SigngTA 11-01)

Signs shall be allowed on the inside or outsidewofdow glass of non-residential
properties provided that they cover no more thape38ent of the gross glass area on any
one side of the buildings and are not separateiyihated.

Subdivision/Project Identification Signs

Subdivision/project identification signs may bedted within the required front setback
at the entrance of a subdivision/project road, ey the location of such marker is
outside the required sight triangle and the nommahtenance limits. Such signs shall be
subject to the following standards:

Two (2) signs shall be permitted for each majoeedtintersection, with a maximum of
two (2) intersections permitted for any subdivis@rproject.

Residential subdivision/project identification sigishall not exceed 16 square feet in size
and 6 feet in height. For nonresidential subdivifiooject identification signs, the
standards of Sect.10.5.2 shall apply, provided thatresidential subdivision name
markers shall not exceed 40 square feet in area.

Subdivision/project identification signs in nongesitial districts shall not list individual
occupants of the subdivision or project.

Campus and Shopping Center Directional Sigr{@gel1-01)

Such signage shall be permitted when a site cantawre than one tenant or principal building
provided that the following criteria are met:

A.
B.
C.
D.

Sec. 10.6

The sign shall be placed at least 5 feet from amfip right of way.
Such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) squaténfegea and six (6) feet in height.

Such signs may contain business names or logos avitbws or other directional
information but shall not contain any commerciaksage.

Such signs shall not be separately illuminated.

Signsin Residential Zoning Districts

Unless otherwise expressly stated in this Land Dgveent Code, The maximum number, area and
height of signs within residential zoning distristsall be regulated in accordance with the follaniable

of standards:

Zoning Maximum Number of | Maximum Sign Area || Maximum Height
District Signs Per Lot (squar e feet) (feet)
R-1thru R-4 | 1 per road frontage 32 6

One wall sign and one monument sign are allowedigea that the total sign area dges
not exceed 32 square feet for all non-residensalswallowed. No signs are allowed for
residential uses including home occupations exagtherwise provided herein.

Sec. 10.7

Off-Premise Signs (Billboards) (TA 14-01)

No new off premise signs shall be allowed. Exgptangns (non-digital and non-LED) may be replaced
subject to compliance with the following:
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A. Signs located within 660 feet of the nearest edgheright-of-way of the interstate or
primary highway systems of North Carolina shall pbymwith the requirements of G.S.
Chapter 136, Article 11, “Outdoor Advertising CanitrAct,” and any regulations
established by the North Carolina Department oh3partation.

B. Pursuant to G.S. § 136-129.1, signs located mane @60 feet beyond the nearest edge
of the interstate or primary highway systems of tNaCarolina which are erected or
maintained so as to be read from an interstateriorapy highway shall be limited to
directional and other official signs and noticed an-premises advertising.

C. The maximum permitted area shall be 300 squarddeetl| off-premise signs.

D. The maximum height of an off-premise sign shall 3% feet or 35 feet above the
elevation of the pavement adjacent to the off-psensign, whichever is higher.

E. Off-premise signs shall observe the setback reoudngés of the underlying zoning
district, provided that if structures on adjacens lare set back from the front lot line by
more than the required front setback, off-premigassshall be setback at least as far as
the adjacent structures.

F. Off-premise signs shall be separated from othercires on the same lot by a distance
of at least 20 feet.

G. Off-premise signs shall not be permitted within 486t of any residential area, park,
school, hospital, sanitarium, cultural facility, neetery, church, synagogue, nursing
home, college, university or technical college. A@®-foot distance shall be measured
along the street right-of-way adjacent to the distr use.

H. Roof-mounted off-premise signs are prohibited.

I LED, solid-state or digital billboards and signs g@rohibited. No existing billboard may
be converted to a LED or digital display.

J. Off-premise signs shall be limited to one per lot.
K. The minimum horizontal separation for off-premiggns shall be as follows:

D) Off-premise signs on lots or parcels adjacent tdeFa Aid Primary Highways
(US 321 and 1-40): 500 feet between off-premisesign the same side of the
right-of-way and 500 feet for off-premise signs opposite sides of the
right-of-way.

(2) Off-premise signs on all other lots or parcels: Té&#t between off-premise signs
on the same side of the right-of-way and 375 feetopposite sides of the
right-of-way.

3) Off-premise sign shall be a minimum of 500 feetfrthe use, product or service
to which it refers. All distances shall be measuadmhg the centerline of the
street adjacent to the off-premise sign.

Sec. 10.8 Palitical Signs

Non-illuminated political sign(s) may be displayel any private property. Such sign(s) shall noeexc
16 square feet in area individually or in total @md permitted in required front yards. Such sigsfsll

be placed no more than sixty (60) days before betien to which they pertain is set to take plaki.
signs must be removed no later than 7 days afeeeldction or campaign to which they pertain. Signs
placed in public rights of way may be removed g @ity and shall be discarded. No zoning compkanc
permit shall be required to display political signs
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Sec. 10.9

Electronic Message Boards

The following regulations shall apply to all elexiic message boards:

10.9.1 Electronic message boards shall meet the same giiomath and location requirements as
provided for free standing signs.
10.9.2 For purposes of this section, electronic signs thsplay only time and/or temperature
shall not be considered electronic message boards.
10.9.3 Electric message boards may use LED or digitalrteldyy. All messages must remain
static for a minimum of eight (8) seconds beforangding.
Sec. 10.10 Temporary Signs
10.10.1 General Standards
A. A bond in an amount to be set by City Council shallposted to ensure timely removal
of temporary signs that require a Zoning CompliaReemit. Such bond shall not limit
the City's authority to take additional enforcememtions permitted by this Land
Development Code. The bond shall be forfeitedaf @ity has to take any action to cause
removal of the sign upon expiration or violationtleé temporary sign permit.
B. A-frame signs or electrified signs shall not beduas temporary signs.
10.10.2 Real Estate Signs

Real estate signs shall be allowed without theaissel of a Zoning Compliance Permit, subject to
the following standards:

A.
B.

10.10.3

Real estate signs shall not be illuminated.

Real estate signs may only contain the messagehthatroperty is for sale, lease or rent
and the name, address and phone number of the @yawher.

Real estate “Open House” signs no greater thansipeare feet shall be limited to one
sign per street frontage on the premises for sadeug to ten off-premise signs spaced no
closer than two hundred feet. Such signs are peninly during daylight hours and
when the real estate professional, seller, or aigeint attendance at the premises that is
for sale.

Real estate signs shall be removed immediately thmsale or lease of the property.

For lots of less than 5 acres in area in a resaemiffice or central business district, a
single real estate sign on each street frontagelbmagrected. It shall not exceed 6 square
feet in area and shall not be located within arfg Séght Triangle.

For lots of 5 acres or more in area in a residerifice or central business district, a
single real estate sign on each street frontagelraagrected. Each sign shall not exceed
32 square feet in area.

For lots in commercial or industrial areas, notuding the CBD, real estate signs shall
not exceed 32 square feet in area, however, panggidrontage along US 70, I- 40, and
US 321 north of US 70 shall be allowed 20 squaet & sign area per acre up to a
maximum of 128 square feet.

Construction Signs

Construction signs shall be allowed without theigsxe of a Zoning Compliance Permit, subject
to the following standards:
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A. Construction signs shall not be illuminated.

B. Construction signs may contain only the identifmatof the project, its owner and/or
developer, architect, engineer, land planner, leapls architect, contractor and
subcontractors.

C. Construction signs shall not exceed 16 squareirfie@tea in non-residential zones and 8

square feet in residential zones and shall beassk &t least 5 feet from all property lines
and outside of required sight triangles.

D. Construction signs shall not be erected prior $aasce of a building permit, and shall be
removed within 15 days of the final inspection.

10.10.4 Banners and Similar Temporary Sidiié\ 12-01)

A. Properties located within non-purely residentiahing districts (i.e. office, commercial
and industrial) shall be permitted to display otg Banner or similar temporary sign
throughout the calendar year. Such signs shallrdgpiired to obtain a Zoning
Compliance Permit annually. The following standastall be met ant maintained at all
times:

) The sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) squaet fa area or eight (8) feet in
height;

2) Each establishment located on a lot shall be ptrdthitne (1) banner or similar
temporary sign under this subsection;

3) The sign shall only be located on the property dictvthe item or service being
advertised is located. No off-premise signs dmalpermitted under this section;

4) The sign shall not be located in any public rightvay, nor shall the sign be
placed in a manner which obstructs visibility aboound intersections;

(5) The sign shall be setback at least five (5) feainfall property lines and public
rights-of-way;
(6) No sign shall be roof mounted; and

(7) Signs shall at all times be properly maintainedciSmaintenance shall include
the following:

(a) Torn or damaged signs shall be immediately remaovedpaired,;

(b) Signs shall be properly secured to the buildingsomounting apparatus
at all times.

B. Temporary banners or similar temporary signs edefie not more than 12 weeks per
calendar year announcing openings, closings, mamagie changes or special events
shall be allowed. Within non-purely residentiahiray districts (i.e. office, commercial
and industrial) these signs shall be allowed initaaidto the sign outlined in subsection
(A) above. Such signs shall be subject to issuah@Zoning Compliance Permit and
compliance with the following standards:

D Such signs shall be attached in total to a buildiuad], canopy, or the ground in
such a manner as to ensure the sign will not beabsptaced;

(2) Such signs shall only advertise uses located ompritygerty on which temporary
sign is placed;
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Sec. 10.11

3) Each establishment located on a lot shall be pardthito more than 12 weeks of
temporary sign use per year.;

4) Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) squeet in area and eight (8) feet
in height;
(5) The permit for such signs shall be on display atastablishment;

(6) The sign shall not be located in any public rightsay, nor shall the sign be
planned in a manner which obstructs visibility aimund intersections; and

@) The sign shall be setback at least five (5) feminfall property lines and public
rights-of-way.

For the purposes of this Section similar temposangs shall consist of vertical banners
and flags; provided such items do not contain aglgtd of moving parts. Under no
circumstances shall portable signs, such as, bdimited to trailer or vehicular mounted
signs be considered similar.

10.10.5 Not-for-Profit Events

Temporary signs or banners announcing a noncomaheoivic or philanthropic event shall be
allowed without the issuance of a Zoning ComplialReemit subject to the following standards:

A.
B.

C.
D.

Such signs shall be allowed in any zoning distacinot more than 14 days.

Such signs or banners shall be limited to 1 pemiith the written permission of the
owner.

Such signs may be located in required setbacks.

Such signs shall not exceed 32 square feet inaar@#® feet in height.

10.10.6 Temporary Signs during Construction

Two temporary off-premise signs directing consirctraffic during the construction period of a
new business shall be allowed, subject to issuasfc@ Zoning Compliance Permit and
compliance with the following standards:

A.
B.

C.
D.
E.

Such signs may not exceed 6 square feet in ar@deat in height.

Only one such sign shall be allowed per lot, wita written permission of the property
owner.

Such signs shall not be located in any resideatialffice district.
Such signs may be located in required setbacks.

Such signs must be removed upon issuance of figadiof occupancy.

Sign Construction and Maintenance
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10.11.1 Construction

All signs shall be designed, constructed and maieth in accordance with the following
standards:

A.

All signs shall comply with applicable provision§the North Carolina State Building
Code.

Electric signs shall comply with applicable prowiss of the National Electrical Code.
Electric signs that have internal wiring or liglgirequipment, and external lighting

City of Hickory Land Development Code (Decembeyr AG15)



equipment that directs light on signs, shall notebected or installed until an electrical
permit has been obtained from the appropriate gavghbody.

C. Except for permitted banners, flags, temporarys@md window signs conforming in all
respects with the requirements of this Land Devalmp Code, all signs shall be
constructed of permanent materials and shall Eladtd to the ground, a building or
another structure by direct attachment to a waime or structure.

10.11.2 Maintenance

All signs shall be maintained in good structuratdition, in compliance with applicable building
and electrical codes and provisions of this Landdb@pment Code. Specifically:

A. A sign shall have no more than 20 percent of itfase area covered with disfigured,

cracked, ripped or peeling paint, poster papertioeromaterial for a period of more than
30 consecutive days.

B. A sign shall not stand with bent or broken signifgcwith broken supports, with loose
appendages or struts, or more than 15 degreesviedioal for a period of more than 10
consecutive days. No freestanding sign supporttsrel shall stand for a period of more
than 30 days after the sign face has been removed.

C. A sign shall not have weeds, trees, vines, or othegetation growing upon it, or
obscuring the view of the sign from the public tigifrway from which it is to be
viewed, for a period of more than 30 consecutiwsda
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