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allow for the provision of interior landscaping. Under circumstances where the
application of these requirements is infeasible or unworkable, the applicant may submit
an alternative landscape plan, as outlined in Section 9.14.8.

9.14.8  Alternative Methods of Compliance

A. The Planning Commission, by means of a Special Use Permit in accordance with Sec.
2.4, shall have the authority to waive or reduce the requirements of Sec. 9.14,
Landscaping and Screening provided that the alternative landscape plan meets or exceeds
the objectives of this Land Development Code.

B. Perimeter buffer requirements between properties may be reduced or eliminated by a
legal agreement between the property owners and the City of Hickory provided that the
agreement runs with the land and is recorded with the appropriate county’s Register of
Deeds.

9.14.9  Plant Specifications

A. Plant Species

Plants shall be chosen from the recommended plant species lists in the Manual of
Practice. Plants which are not on the list may be used if approved by the Planning
Director upon a showing that the proposed plants will likely achieve the objectives of this
section as well as or better than plants listed in the Manual of Practice. Invasive, exotic
plant species (see chart in Manual of Practice) shall not be used to meet the landscape
requirements of this Land Development Code.

B. For the purpose of measuring required canopy trees for this section, the caliper of a tree is
the diameter measured six (6) inches above the ground, if that measurement does not
exceed four (4) inches. If the measurement does exceed four (4) inches, the measurement
is taken twelve (12) inches above the ground.

C. Minimum Plant Size Requirements

(D Canopy trees shall be two and one half (2.5) inches in caliper and a minimum of
eight (8) feet in height at time of planting.

2) Understory trees shall be at six (6) feet in height at time of planting. Understory
trees may be single or multi-stemmed.

3) Only certain understory trees shall be planted under overhead utility lines. An
approved plant list is in the Manual of Practice. When overhead utility lines are
present, two (2) understory trees shall be planted for every one (1) canopy tree
required.

4 Evergreen trees shall be a minimum of five (5) feet in height at planting.

%) Shrubs (evergreen or deciduous) required for parking areas shall be a minimum
of a three (3) gallon container with a height of at least twenty-four (24) inches at
time of planting.

(6) Shrubs required as part of a ten (10) foot or greater buffer shall be a minimum of
a five (5) gallon container with a height of at least thirty-six (36) inches at time of
planting.
D. Ground Cover

All ground surfaces, not otherwise required to be paved, shall be maintained with ground
cover such as grass or mulch.
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9.14.10

9.14.11

9.14.12

Plant materials shall conform to the requirements described in the latest edition of
American Standard for Nursery Stock, published by the American Association of
Nurseryman. Plants must be healthy, well-formed, and free of disease and insects.

Maintenance and Pruning

It shall be the responsibility of the property owner, or in the event of a property transfer,
the subsequent property owner to maintain and ensure the survival of the plant material in
perpetuity. Plants and trees that do not survive planting or for some reason perish due to
injury, disease and/or insect infestation must be replaced during the first planting season
following the death of the plant(s) in accordance with the specifications of this Land
Development Code.

Tree topping shall be prohibited on all trees that are required by the provisions of this
Land Development Code, including perimeter buffer trees and parking lot landscaping.
Topping is the severe cutting back of limbs larger than three (3”) inches in diameter to
stubs within the tree’s crown so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree.
Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees that interfere with or
are imminent threats to utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning practices
are impractical may be exempted from this ordinance at the determination of the Planning
Director. All trees and shrubs shall be pruned in accordance with American National
Standards Institution (ANSI) Standards. For more information about tree topping, refer
to the City of Hickory Manual of Practice.

If plants or other screening materials are removed to repair underground utilities they
must be replaced at the next appropriate growing season at the owners’ expense.

Performance Guarantee

Landscape and tree planting requirements may be deferred to an appropriate planting
season with the approval of the Planning Director. This provision is meant to allow for
seasonal extremes in weather and soil conditions that may be incompatible to
landscaping. It is not, however, meant to be used in any way to circumvent the intent and
purpose of the Land Development Code.

No Certificate of Occupancy shall be approved by the Planning and Development
Department until:

(1) The required landscaping is completed in accordance with the approved plan; or

2) A bond or certified check, payable to the City of Hickory, in the amount of 125%
of the estimated cost to assure installation of the required landscaping.

An irrevocable letter of credit issued by a bank in the form approved by the City Attorney
may be accepted in lieu of bond under the terms and conditions applicable to bonds in
Subsection (b) above.

No surety or portion thereof, as provided for in this section shall be released by the City
until all landscaping has been installed, inspected and approved.

Upon completion of the required landscaping, the surety shall be returned to the
applicant.

Permit Required for Pruning, Planting and Removal of Trees on Public Property
Maintenance

(1) No person shall cut, prune (including the root system), spray or treat any tree or
shrub having its trunk in or upon any public property or contract with another
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Canopy Trees
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Understory Trees
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Evergreen Trees
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