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allow for the provision of interior landscaping. Under circumstances where the 
application of these requirements is infeasible or unworkable, the applicant may submit 
an alternative landscape plan, as outlined in Section 9.14.8. 

9.14.8 Alternative Methods of Compliance 

A. The Planning Commission, by means of a Special Use Permit in accordance with Sec. 
2.4, shall have the authority to waive or reduce the requirements of Sec. 9.14, 
Landscaping and Screening provided that the alternative landscape plan meets or exceeds 
the objectives of this Land Development Code. 

B. Perimeter buffer requirements between properties may be reduced or eliminated by a 
legal agreement between the property owners and the City of Hickory provided that the 
agreement runs with the land and is recorded with the appropriate county’s Register of 
Deeds.  

9.14.9 Plant Specifications 

A. Plant Species 

Plants shall be chosen from the recommended plant species lists in the Manual of 
Practice.  Plants which are not on the list may be used if approved by the Planning 
Director upon a showing that the proposed plants will likely achieve the objectives of this 
section as well as or better than plants listed in the Manual of Practice.  Invasive, exotic 
plant species (see chart in Manual of Practice) shall not be used to meet the landscape 
requirements of this Land Development Code. 

B. For the purpose of measuring required canopy trees for this section, the caliper of a tree is 
the diameter measured six (6) inches above the ground, if that measurement does not 
exceed four (4) inches.  If the measurement does exceed four (4) inches, the measurement 
is taken twelve (12) inches above the ground. 

C. Minimum Plant Size Requirements 

(1) Canopy trees shall be two and one half (2.5) inches in caliper and a minimum of 
eight (8) feet in height at time of planting. 

(2) Understory trees shall be at six (6) feet in height at time of planting. Understory 
trees may be single or multi-stemmed. 

(3) Only certain understory trees shall be planted under overhead utility lines.  An 
approved plant list is in the Manual of Practice.  When overhead utility lines are 
present, two (2) understory trees shall be planted for every one (1) canopy tree 
required. 

(4) Evergreen trees shall be a minimum of five (5) feet in height at planting. 

(5) Shrubs (evergreen or deciduous) required for parking areas shall be a minimum 
of a three (3) gallon container with a height of at least twenty-four (24) inches at 
time of planting. 

(6) Shrubs required as part of a ten (10) foot or greater buffer shall be a minimum of 
a five (5) gallon container with a height of at least thirty-six (36) inches at time of 
planting. 

D. Ground Cover 

All ground surfaces, not otherwise required to be paved, shall be maintained with ground 
cover such as grass or mulch. 
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E. Plant materials shall conform to the requirements described in the latest edition of 
American Standard for Nursery Stock, published by the American Association of 
Nurseryman.  Plants must be healthy, well-formed, and free of disease and insects. 

9.14.10  Maintenance and Pruning 

A. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner, or in the event of a property transfer, 
the subsequent property owner to maintain and ensure the survival of the plant material in 
perpetuity. Plants and trees that do not survive planting or for some reason perish due to 
injury, disease and/or insect infestation must be replaced during the first planting season 
following the death of the plant(s) in accordance with the specifications of this Land 
Development Code. 

B. Tree topping shall be prohibited on all trees that are required by the provisions of this 
Land Development Code, including perimeter buffer trees and parking lot landscaping.  
Topping is the severe cutting back of limbs larger than three (3”) inches in diameter to 
stubs within the tree’s crown so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree.  
Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees that interfere with or 
are imminent threats to utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning practices 
are impractical may be exempted from this ordinance at the determination of the Planning 
Director. All trees and shrubs shall be pruned in accordance with American National 
Standards Institution (ANSI) Standards.  For more information about tree topping, refer 
to the City of Hickory Manual of Practice. 

C. If plants or other screening materials are removed to repair underground utilities they 
must be replaced at the next appropriate growing season at the owners’ expense. 

9.14.11 Performance Guarantee 

A. Landscape and tree planting requirements may be deferred to an appropriate planting 
season with the approval of the Planning Director. This provision is meant to allow for 
seasonal extremes in weather and soil conditions that may be incompatible to 
landscaping. It is not, however, meant to be used in any way to circumvent the intent and 
purpose of the Land Development Code. 

B. No Certificate of Occupancy shall be approved by the Planning and Development 
Department until: 

(1) The required landscaping is completed in accordance with the approved plan; or 

(2) A bond or certified check, payable to the City of Hickory, in the amount of 125% 
of the estimated cost to assure installation of the required landscaping. 

C. An irrevocable letter of credit issued by a bank in the form approved by the City Attorney 
may be accepted in lieu of bond under the terms and conditions applicable to bonds in 
Subsection (b) above. 

D. No surety or portion thereof, as provided for in this section shall be released by the City 
until all landscaping has been installed, inspected and approved. 

E. Upon completion of the required landscaping, the surety shall be returned to the 
applicant. 

9.14.12 Permit Required for Pruning, Planting and Removal of Trees on Public Property 

A. Maintenance 

(1) No person shall cut, prune (including the root system), spray or treat any tree or 
shrub having its trunk in or upon any public property or contract with another 
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Va
rie
s 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ha

m
am

el
is
 s
pe
ci
es
 

W
itc
h 
ha
ze
l 

Ye
s 

Va
rie
s 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Hy

dr
an
ge
a 
sp
ec
ie
s 

Hy
dr
an
ge
a 

Ye
s 

4
6' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ite
a 
vir
gin

ic
a 

Vi
rg
ini
a 
Sw

ee
ts
pir
e 

Ye
s 

3
15
' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Vi
bu
rn
um

 a
ce
rfo
liu
m
 

M
ap
lel
ea
f V

ibu
rn
um

 
Ye

s 
4
6' 

Sh
ad
e 

EV
ER

GR
EE

N 
(T
he

se
 sh

ru
bs
 a
re
 re

co
m
m
en

de
d 
fo
r s
cr
ee

ni
ng

; a
lso

 se
e 
Ev
er
gr
ee

n 
Tr
ee

 L
ist
) 

Au
cu
ba
 ja
po
ni
ca
 

Au
cu
ba
 

Ye
s 

6
10
' 

Pa
rt 
Sh

ad
e/
Sh

ad
e 

Ca
m
el
lia
 ja
po
nic

a 
Ca

m
el
lia
 

Ye
s 

6
15
' 

Pa
rt 
Sh

ad
e/
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ca

m
el
lia
 s
as
an
qu
a 

Ca
m
el
lia
 

Ye
s 

5
10
' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ce

ph
al
ot
ax
us
 h
ar
rin
gt
on
ia
 J

ap
an
es
e 
Pl
um

 Y
ew

 
Ye

s 
5
10
' 

Pa
rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Ch
am

ae
cy
pa
ris
 p
is
ife
ra
 

Ja
pa
ne
se
 F
al
se
 C
yp
re
ss
 
Ye

s 
4
15
' 

Su
n 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ile
x 
sp
ec
ies

 
Ho

llie
s 

Ye
s 

Va
rie
s 

Su
n 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ile

x 
co
rn
ut
a 
'b
ur
fo
rd
i'*
** 

Co
m
pa
ct
 B
ur
fo
rd
 H
ol
ly 

Ye
s 

10
1
5' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Illi
ci
um

 p
ar
vif
ol
iu
m
 

An
is
e 

Ye
s 

8
15
' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Ju
ni
pe
ru
s 
sp
ec
ie
s 

Ju
ni
pe
r 

Ye
s 

Va
rie
s 

Su
n 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Lo
ro
pe
ta
lum

 s
pe
ci
es
 

Lo
ro
pe
ta
lu
m
 

Ye
s 

4
12
' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
ah
on
ia 
sp
ec
ie
s 

M
ah
on
ia
 

Ye
s 

3'+
 

Pa
rt 
Sh

ad
e 

O
sm

an
th
us
 x
 fo
rtu
ne
i 

O
sm

an
th
us
 

Ye
s 

15
2
0' 

Su
n/
Sh

ad
e 

Pi
ce
a 
sp
ec
ies

 
Dw

ar
f S

pr
uc
e 

Ye
s 

Va
rie
s 

Su
n 

Pr
un
us
 la
ur
oc
er
as
us
 

En
gl
is
h 
La
ur
el
 

Ye
s 

3
6' 

Su
n/
Sh

ad
e 

Rh
ap
hi
ol
ep
is
 h
yb
rid
s 

Ha
wt
ho
rn
 

Ye
s 

3
6' 

Su
n 

G
ul
fgr
ee
n' 

Rh
ap
io
le
pis

 x
 d
ela

co
ur
ii 

In
dia

n 
Ha

wt
ho
rn
 

Ye
s 

3
4' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Sp
ire
a 
sp
ec
ie
s 

Sp
ire
a 

Ye
s 

2
8' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

 
Ta
xu
s 
ca
na
de
ns
is 

Am
er
ic
an
 y
ew

 
Ye

s 
3
6' 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

Th
uj
a 
oc
ci
de
nt
al
is
 

Ar
bo
rvi
ta
e,
 W

hi
te
c
ed
ar
 

Ye
s 

va
rie
s 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
cu
ltiv
ar
s 
av
ai
la
ble

; s
ize

s 
va
ry
 w
id
el
y 

Vi
bu
rn
um

 s
pe
cie

s 
Vi
bu
rn
um

 
Ye

s 
Va

rie
s 

Su
n/
Pa

rt 
Sh

ad
e 

M
an
y 
sp
ec
ie
s 
av
ai
la
ble

; c
ho
os
e 
na
tiv
es
 

***
 T
hi
s l
ar
ge

 sh
ru
b 
is 
ap

pr
ov
ed

 b
y 
Du

ke
 to

 p
la
nt
 u
nd

er
 p
ow

er
lin

es
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Plant Species Not Recommended for Planting 
P
la
nt
 S
pe
ci
es
 N
ot
 R
ec
om

m
en
de
d 
Fo

r P
la
nt
in
g 

S
ci
en
tif
ic
 N
am

e 
C
om

m
on
 N
am

e 
P
ro
bl
em

s 
A
ce
r g
in
na
la
 

A
m
ur
 M
ap
le
 

N
on
n
at
ive
 in
va
si
ve
 

A
ce
r n
eg
un
do
 

B
ox
 E
ld
er
 

W
ea
k 
w
oo
d,
 w
ee
dy
 

A
ce
r p
la
ta
no
id
es
 

N
or
w
ay
 M
ap
le
 

In
va
si
ve
 

A
ce
r s
ac
ch
ar
in
um

 
S
ilv
er
 M
ap
le
 

W
ea
k 
w
oo
d,
 s
ha
llo
w
 ro
ot
s 

A
ila
nt
hu
s 
al
tis
si
m
a 

Tr
ee
 o
f H
ea
ve
n 

W
ea
k 
w
oo
d,
 w
ee
dy
, i
nv
as
ive
 

E
le
ag
nu
s 
an
gu
st
ifo
lia
 

R
us
si
an
 O
liv
e 

D
is
ea
se
s,
 in
va
si
ve
 

E
le
ag
nu
s 
um

be
lla
ta
 

A
ut
um

n 
O
liv
e 

In
va
si
ve
 

Fr
ax
in
us
 p
en
ns
yl
va
ni
ca
 

G
re
en
 A
sh
 

A
nt
hr
ac
no
se
, b
or
er
s 

G
le
di
tis
ia
 s
pe
ci
es
 

H
on
ey
lo
cu
st
 

To
o 
ho
t f
or
 th
is
 s
pe
ci
es
 

H
ed
ra
 h
el
ix
 

E
ng
lis
h 
Ivy
 

In
va
si
ve
 

Le
sp
ed
ez
a 
sp
ec
ie
s 

Le
sp
ed
ez
a 

In
va
si
ve
 

Li
gu
st
ru
m
 ja
po
ni
cu
m
 

Ja
pa
ne
se
 P
riv
et
 

In
va
si
ve
, s
ee
ds
 s
pr
ea
d 
to
 n
at
ur
al
 a
re
as
 a
nd
 fo
rm
 th
ic
ke
ts
. 

Li
gu
st
ru
m
 s
in
en
se
 

C
hi
ne
se
 P
riv
et
 

" 
Li
gu
st
ru
m
 o
bt
us
ifo
liu
m
 

B
or
de
r P

riv
et
 

" 
Li
gu
st
ru
m
 v
ul
ga
re
 

C
om

m
on
 P
riv
et
 

" 
Lo
ni
ce
ra
 ja
po
ni
ca
 

Ja
pa
ne
se
 H
on
ey
su
ck
le
 
In
va
si
ve
 

Lo
ni
ce
ra
 m
aa
ki
i 

A
m
ur
 B
us
h 
H
on
ey
su
ck
le
 In
va
si
ve
 

M
or
us
 s
pe
ci
es
 

M
ul
be
rry
 

M
es
sy
 fr
ui
t, 
sh
al
lo
w
 ro
ot
s 

P
au
lo
w
ni
a 
to
m
en
to
sa
 

P
au
lo
w
ni
a 

W
ea
k 
w
oo
d,
 w
ee
dy
 

P
yr
us
 c
al
le
ry
an
a 
'B
ra
df
or
d'
 

B
ra
df
or
d 
P
ea
r 

P
oo
r f
or
m
, s
pl
its
 

S
pi
re
a 
ja
po
ni
ca
 

Ja
pa
ne
se
 s
pi
re
a 

In
va
si
ve
 

U
lm
us
 p
um

ila
 

S
ib
er
ia
n 
E
lm
 

W
ea
k 
w
oo
d 

V
ib
ur
nu
m
 d
en
ta
tu
m
 

A
rro
w
w
oo
d 
V
ib
ur
nu
m
 

N
on
n
at
ive
 in
va
si
ve
, b
ut
 m
an
y 
go
od
 n
at
ive
 v
ib
ur
nu
m
s 
ex
is
t 

V
ib
ur
nu
m
 la
nt
an
a 

W
ay
fa
rin
g 
Tr
ee
 

N
on
n
at
ive
 in
va
si
ve
, b
ut
 m
an
y 
go
od
 n
at
ive
s 
ex
is
t 

In
va
si
ve
 E
xo
tic
 P
la
nt
s 
 M

an
y 
in
tro
du
ce
d 
pl
an
ts
 h
av
e 
be
co
m
e 
na
tu
ra
liz
ed
 in
 N
or
th
 C
ar
ol
in
a 
an
d 
so
m
e 
ar
e 
re
pl
ac
in
g 
ou
r n
at
ive
 

pl
an
t s
pe
ci
es
.  
N
ot
 a
ll 
ex
ot
ic
 s
pe
ci
es
 a
re
 c
on
si
de
re
d 
ha
rm
fu
l. 
 In
va
si
ve
 p
la
nt
s 
ar
e 
us
ua
lly
 c
ha
ra
ct
er
iz
ed
 b
y 
fa
st
 g
ro
w
th
 ra
te
s,
 

hi
gh
 fr
ui
t p
ro
du
ct
io
n,
 ra
pi
d 
ve
ge
ta
tio
n 
sp
re
ad
 a
nd
 e
ffi
ci
en
t s
ee
d 
di
sp
er
al
 a
nd
 g
er
m
in
at
io
n.
  N

ot
 b
ei
ng
 n
at
ive
 to
 N
C
, t
he
y 
la
ck
 

th
e 
na
tu
ra
l p
re
da
to
rs
 a
nd
 d
is
ea
se
s 
w
hi
ch
 w
ou
ld
 n
at
ur
al
ly
 c
on
tro
l t
he
m
 in
 th
ei
r n
at
ive
 h
ab
ita
ts
.  
Th
e 
ra
pi
d 
gr
ow
th
 a
nd
 

re
pr
od
uc
tio
n 
of
 in
va
si
ve
 p
la
nt
s 
al
lo
w
s 
th
em

 to
 o
ve
rw
he
lm
 a
nd
 d
is
pl
ac
e 
ex
is
tin
g 
ve
ge
ta
tio
n 
an
d,
 in
 s
om

e 
ca
se
s,
 fo
rm
 d
en
se
 o
ne
 

sp
ec
ie
s 
st
an
ds
.  
In
va
si
ve
 s
pe
ci
es
 a
re
 e
sp
ec
ia
lly
 p
ro
bl
em

at
ic
 in
 a
re
as
 th
at
 h
av
e 
be
en
 d
is
tu
rb
ed
 b
y 
hu
m
an
 a
ct
ivi
tie
s 
su
ch
 a
s 

ro
ad
 b
ui
ld
in
g,
 re
si
de
nt
ia
l d
ev
el
op
m
en
t, 
fo
re
st
 c
le
ar
in
g,
 lo
gg
in
g,
 g
ra
zi
ng
, m

in
in
g,
 d
itc
hi
ng
, m

ow
in
g,
 e
ro
si
on
 c
on
tro
l a
nd
 fi
re
 

co
nt
ro
l a
ct
ivi
tie
s.
 F
or
 m
or
e 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
se
e 
w
w
w
.n
cw
ild
flo
w
er
.o
rg
/in
va
si
ve
s 
or
 w
w
w
.s
e
ep
pc
.o
rg
/w
ee
ds
.c
fm
.
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