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AGENDA 
www.hickorync.gov 

 
If you have any questions about any item on this agenda or if you need more information about 
any item in addition to the information contained in the agenda package, please call the City 
Manager at 323-7412.  A “Citizen Comment Sheet”, which explains the procedure to address the 
City Council, is located on the table outside Council Chambers. We also encourage you to 
complete the Comment Sheet and offer any suggestions or questions you have. For more 
information about the City of Hickory go to: www.hickorync.gov. 

 
Hickory City Council                                                  April 5, 2016 
76 North Center Street                                           7:00 p.m. 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Invocation by Rev. Mark Andrews, Pastor, St. Luke’s United Methodist Church  
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations  

 
A. Proclamation for National Public Safety Telecommunications Week.  (Exhibit IV.A.)  

 
B. Proclamation for Fair Housing Month.  (Exhibit IV.B.)   
 
C. Presentation of a Proclamation for Volunteer Week in Catawba County to Cheryl Abee, 

Director, Volunteer Center/Information & Referral Catawba County United Way.   
(Exhibit IV.C.)  

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
  
VI.  Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of March 15, 2016.  (Exhibit VI.A.) 
 

B. Special Meeting of March 21, 2016.  (Exhibit VI.B.) 
    
VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 

reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
A. Approval of a Community Appearance Grant for Non-Residential Property Owned by 

Rahe Bryce, LLC Located at 200 2nd Street NW in the Amount of $3,897.50. (First 
Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
B. Contract Addition with Freese Nichols in the Amount of $27,000.  (First Reading Vote: 

Unanimous) 
 

C. Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 19.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
D. Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 20.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council 
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Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered under Item IX.   

 
A. Proclamation for Arbor Day, April 23, 2016.  (Exhibit VIII.A.) 

 
B. Proclamation for Lineman Appreciation Day, April 18, 2016.  (Exhibit VIII.B.) 
 
C. Proclamation for Child Abuse Prevention Month.  (Exhibit VIII.C)   

 
D. Special Events Activities Application Downtown Hickory Shuck & Peel Party, Connie 

Kincaid, HDDA Executive Director, November 12, 2016, 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., Union 
Square.  (Exhibit VIII.D.)  

 
E. Special Events Activities Application A Hickory Holiday, Connie Kincaid, HDDA Executive 

Director, December 15, 2016, 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Union Square.  (Exhibit VIII.E.) 
 

F. Approval of a Contract to West Carolina Freightliner, LLC in the Amount of $118,089 for 
the Purchase of a 2017 Freightliner Tandem Axle Road Tractor with Glider Kit.      
(Exhibit VIII.F.)   

 
Staff requests approval of the contract with West Carolina Freightliner, LLC in the amount 
of $118,089 for the purchase of a 2017 Freightliner Tandem Axle Road Tractor with 
Glider Kit.  The Solid Waste Department uses tandem axle road tractors to pull trailer 
loads of garbage from the transfer station daily to the Catawba County Landfill.  This 
equipment is an essential function of the Solid Waste Division as a whole and must be 
operational for the transfer station facility to properly operate as a central, cost saving 
measure for all solid waste trucks to unload collected garbage from around the City.  The 
approved capital budget for purchase of this tandem axle road tractor was $110,000.  A 
required wet kit to run the hydraulics of the compaction trailers is $8,089.  The cost for 
the wet kit will be covered from unused money from another under budget line item.  Staff 
recommends approval of the contract with West Carolina Freightliner, LLC in the amount 
of $118,089.  In accordance with North Carolina General Statute 143-129(e)(6), the 
department requests Council to approve this purchase under the sole source provision as 
an exception instead of a public bid process.   
 

G. Request from Hickory Police Department to Award Police Badge and Service Weapon to 
Retiring MPO Mike Beach.  (Exhibit VIII.G.) 

 
 By authority of NC General Statute §20-187.2, City Council may award the service 

weapon (Glock Model 19-Serial #UVZ991) and police badge to retiring MPO Mike Beach 
upon his retirement from Hickory Police Department on May 1, 2016 after completing 30 
years of qualifying service with Hickory Police Department.  Upon approval from City 
Council, the police badge and service weapon will be declared surplus and removed from 
the City’s fixed asset inventory.  

 
H. Acceptance of the North Carolina Department of Transportation – Division of Aviation 

Grant 36244.33.13.1 in the Amount of $90,000 for Approach Land Acquisition and 
Obstruction Removal.  (Exhibit VIII.H.) 

 
On November 5, 2013 City Council approved the Hickory Regional Airport’s 
Transportation Improvement Program Submittal for FY2015-2021 to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT).  It included specific future capital project 
improvements for the airport.  Land acquisition and obstruction removal was part of that 
submittal indicating acquisition of additional land as needed and obstructions removed to 
allow for a safe glide path for a 600 foot extension of Runway 6.  By a letter dated 
February 22, 2016, the NCDOT has allocated State funds via grant 36244.33.13.1 with 
the State share of $90,000 and the local share of $10,000 for land acquisition and 
obstruction removal.  Staff recommends City Council’s acceptance of grant 
36244.33.13.1 in the amount of $90,000 from the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation.   
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I. Approval of the Appointment of Sandy Jones to City of Hickory Tax Collector for an 

Additional Two-Year Term.  (Exhibit VIII.I.) 
 

Staff requests approval to reappoint Sandy Jones, current Grants and Projects 
Coordinator in the Finance Department, as City of Hickory Tax Collector for an additional 
two-year term.  In order to comply with Chapter 105 of the North Carolina General 
Statutes, the City should appoint a designated Tax Collector for the municipality to cover 
the additional tax duties at the City level.  The City of Hickory is currently responsible for 
printing, mailing, collecting, answering taxpayer inquiries, advertisement, and enforcing 
collections procedures for the City of Hickory within Burke and Caldwell counties. The 
City appointment will have no impact on the current Catawba County Tax Collector 
designation for all other City of Hickory taxes.  Staff recommends reappointing Sandy 
Jones as City of Hickory Tax Collector for an additional two year term.   
 

J. Approval of Auditing Contract with Martin Starnes & Associates.  (Exhibit VIII.J.)  
 

The North Carolina Local Government Commission does not require formal bid 
requirements for auditing services due to the professional relationship formed between 
auditors and clients over an extended work history.  The Secretary of the Local 
Government Commission approves all local government contracts for audit or audit-
related work.  Martin Starnes & Associates offers a competitive rate for their services and 
is widely known for their professional staff and service through the local government 
community.  The City of Hickory has utilized the services of Martin Starnes & Associates 
for the past several years with excellent results.  Martin Stares & Associates was also 
contracted to produce the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report at a substantial 
cost savings from previous years.  Staff recommends approval to accept the auditing 
contract with Martin Starnes & Associates for fiscal years ending June 30, 2016 – 2018.  
Total fees for Audit, Financial Preparation, and AFIR for 2016 - $56,000; 2017 - $57,675, 
and 2018 - $57,675.   
 

K. Approval of the Community Relations Council’s Recommendation for Funding of Seven 
Grants totaling $7,300.  (Exhibit VIII.K.)  

 
As part of the Community Relations Council work plan and annual budget process, the 
Community Relations Council (CRC) receives funds to disperse during the fiscal year 
through the CRC’s grant process.  Non-profit agencies working with diverse populations 
in Hickory are eligible for grant funding.  The grant proposal must show how the program 
under consideration fits into the CRC’s goals and mission and how the program will serve 
to improve human relations in the Hickory area.  For the spring 2016 grant cycle, the 
CRC received twelve grant applications for projects totaling $15,250, and is 
recommending approval of seven of the grants totaling $7,300. The seven grants include:  
Women’s Resource Center - $750; Safe Harbor Rescue Mission - $750; Council on 
Adolescents of Catawba County, Inc. - $1,300; Hickory Community Theatre - $1,500; 
Catawba Valley Quilters Guild - $800; Lenoir-Rhyne University Office of Multicultural 
Affairs - $1,000; and Hickory Public Schools - $1,200.  Community Relations Council 
recommends Council’s approval for funding of the seven grants listed totaling $7,300.    
 

L. Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 21.  (Exhibit VIII.L.) 
 

1. To appropriate unspent donations in the amount of $6,655 to International 
Springfest from FY 2014-2015. 

2. To recognize $300 in revenue received from donations to the Youth Council for 
registration fees for the State Youth Council Convention. 

3. To recognize $12,050 in revenue received from 2015-16 Unifour Senior Games 
Sponsorships. 

4. To recognize $350 in revenue received from a donation from Shurtape and North 
by Northwest Consulting for purchase of tennis shirt for our youth tennis 
program.  
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5. To transfer $102 to the multi-year grant project fund for the Hickory Police 
Department’s project under the Edward Byrnes Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant (JAG) to purchase 12 body-worn cameras, hardware, service, digital 
evidence management solution, and equipment for officer training by Catawba 
County.  Federal funding in the amount of $19,555 is available to the City and 
$12,900 available for Catawba County.  Hickory is the lead agency for grant 
administration.  Council accepted the award on September 15, 2015.  The 
original project was amended in December 2015 to move existing police funds to 
the grant for the portion of expenditures that exceeded grant funding.  This final 
request to transfer $102 is a result of shipping freight and handling charges.  This 
final budget revision will allow the project to be closed in FY 2015-16. 

 
M.  Grant Project Ordinance Amendment Number 6.  (Exhibit VIII.M.)  
 
 1. To reconcile and close G5110R for the US Department of Justice FY15 Edward 

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG).  Grant funds were used to 
purchase 12 body worn cameras, hardware, service, and digital evidence 
management solution for the Hickory Police Department and the purchase of 
equipment for officer training by Catawba County.  Federal funding in the amount 
of $19,555 is available to the City and $12,900 is available for Catawba County.  
Hickory is the lead agency for grant administration.  Council accepted the award 
on September 15, 2015. The original project was amended in December of 2015 
to move existing police funds to the grant for the portion of the expenditures that 
exceeded grant funding.  This final request for the move of $102 in police funds 
is a result of shipping freight and handling charges. This final budget revision will 
allow the project to be closed in FY16.   

 
IX.  Items Removed from Consent Agenda 
 
X. Informational Item 

   
XI.  New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearings  
 

1. Consideration of Rezoning Petition 16-01 for Approximately .48 Acres of Property 
Located at 225 S NC Highway 127.  The Petition is to rezone the Property from 
High Density Residential (R-4) to Office & Institutional (OI).  (Exhibit XI.A.1.)  
 
Dr. Grace Auten has petitioned for the rezoning of approximately .48 acres of 
property located at 225 South NC Highway 127.  The petition is to rezone the 
properties from high density residential (R-4) to office and Institutional (OI).  The 
Hickory by Choice 2030 Comprehensive Plan classifies the vicinity as high 
density residential.  The rezoning of the subject properties to office and 
institutional (OI) is consistent with the goals and policies contained within the 
Hickory by Choice 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  The Hickory Regional Planning 
Commission conducted a public hearing on February 24, 2016 and voted 
unanimously (7-0) to affirm the petition’s consistency with the Hickory by Choice 
2030 Comprehensive Plan, and recommended City Council’s approval of the 
petition.  Staff concurs with the Commission’s findings and recommendations.   
 
This public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the Hickory area on March 25, and April 1, 2016.   
 

2. Consideration of Rezoning Petition 16-02 for Approximately 2.44 Acres of 
Property Located at 826 21st Street Drive SE, 828 21st Street Drive SE, 857 23rd 
Street Court SE, 863 23rd Street Court SE, 903 23rd Street Court SE and a 
Portion of 830 21st Street Drive SE.  (Exhibit XI.A.2.)   
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US Conec, LTD has petitioned for the rezoning of approximately 2.44 acres of 
property located at 826 21st Street Drive SE, 828 21st Street Drive SE, 857 23rd 
Street Court SE, 863 23rd Street Court SE, 903 23rd Street Court SE and a 
Portion of 830 21st Street Drive SE.  The petition is to Rezone the Properties from 
High Density Residential – 4 (R-4) to Industrial (IND).  The Hickory by Choice 
2030 Comprehensive Plan classifies the vicinity as industrial.  The rezoning of 
the subject property to industrial is consistent with the goals and policies 
contained within the Hickory by Choice 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  The Hickory 
Regional Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on February 24, 2016 
to consider the petition and voted 7-0 unanimously to affirm the petition’s 
consistency with the Hickory by Choice 2030 Comprehensive Plan and 
recommended City Council approve the petition.  Staff concurs with the 
Commission’s findings and recommendations.   
 
This public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the Hickory area on March 25, and April 1, 2016.   

 
B. Departmental Reports: 

 
1. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  

 
 COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Other Minority  VACANT 
 

 HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  
   (Appointed by City Council) 
   Burke County  (Mayor to Nominate)   VACANT Since 8-6-2008  
   Brookford (Mayor to Nominate) VACANT Since 6-2006   
 
   INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  
   (Appointed by Mayor with the Concurrence of City Council) 
   (7) Positions  VACANT 
    
   PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   At-Large Minority  VACANT  
 

 Council to nominate David Williams as the At-Large Minority Representative for 
Parks and Recreation Commission.   

          
   PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Ward 3  VACANT   
         

 RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Ward 3  VACANT 
 

 WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT UNIFOUR AIR QUALITY 
COMMITTEE 

   Delegate to replace former Alderman Meisner  
 
  C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   
 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
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XIV. Adjournment  
 
*Hickory City Code Section 2-56.  Public Address to Council: 
 
“When conducting public hearings, considering ordinances and otherwise considering matters 
wherein the public has a right to be heard, when it appears that there are persons present desiring 
to be heard, the Mayor shall require those opposing and favoring the proposed action to identify 
themselves.  Each side of the matter shall be given equal time.  Those opposing the proposed 
action shall be allowed 15 minutes for presentation, followed by 15 minutes for those favoring the 
action, with the opponents then to have five minutes for rebuttal and the proponents to then have 
five minutes for surrebuttal.  Those persons on either side shall have the right to divide their 
allotted time among them as they may choose.  The Council, by majority vote, may extend the 
time for each side equally.  On matters in which the person desiring to address the Council does 
not have a legal right to speak, the Council shall determine whether it will hear the person.   The 
refusal to hear a person desiring to speak may be based upon grounds that the subject matter is 
confidential, that its public discussion would be illegal, that it is a matter not within the 
jurisdiction of the Council or for any other cause deemed sufficient by the Council.  Any person 
allowed to speak who shall depart from the subject under discussion or who shall make personal, 
impertinent or slanderous remarks, or who shall become boisterous while addressing the Council 
shall be declared out of order by the Mayor, or by vote of the Council, and barred from speaking 
further before the Council unless permission to continue shall be granted by a majority vote of the 
Council, under such restrictions as the Council may provide.”  
 

The City of Hickory holds all public meetings in accessible rooms. 
Special requests for accommodation should be submitted by individuals 

with disabilities at least 48 hours before the scheduled meeting. 
Phone Services (hearing impaired) – Call 711 or 1-800-735-2962 
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PROCLAMATION 
 

National Public Safety Telecommunications Week 
 

Whereas: emergencies requiring police, fire or emergency medical services can 
occur at any time; 

 
Whereas: during emergency situations prompt response from first responders is 

critical to the protection of life and preservation of property; 
 

Whereas: the information obtained and disseminated by the Hickory Police 
Department Communications Center directly affects the safety of our 
police officers responding to emergency situations; 

 

Whereas: Public Safety Telecommunicators are the first and most crucial contact 
our citizens have with emergency services; 

 
Whereas: Public Safety Telecommunicators are the direct lifeline for our first 

responders by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them 

information and insuring their safety; 
 
Whereas: Public Safety Telecommunicators of the Hickory Police Department have 

contributed substantially to the apprehension of criminals and 

assistance to the citizens of Hickory; 
 
Whereas: each telecommunicator, while faced with the extreme stressors of the 

job, continued to exhibited professionalism, accountability, compassion 

and teamwork during the performance of their job in the past year; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Rudy Wright, Mayor of the City of Hickory, on behalf of Hickory 
City Council, do hereby proclaim the week of April 10-16, 2016 to be National Public 

Safety Telecommunications Week in the City of Hickory, in honor of the men and 
women whose diligence and professionalism keep our city and citizens safe. 

 

Proclaimed this, the 5th day of April, 2016. 
 
 
 

 

         
 

 Rudy Wright, Mayor 
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City of Hickory 
PO Box 398 

Hickory, NC 28603 
Phone: (828) 323-7412 

Fax: (828) 323-7550 
 

P R O C L A M A T I O N  
 FAIR HOUSING MONTH 

 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS CELEBRATES  

EQUAL CHOICE IN HOUSING 
 
 

WHEREAS, April 11, 2016, marks the 48th anniversary of the passage of the Fair Housing Act, 
Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended, which enunciates a national 
policy of Fair Housing without regard to race, color, religion, sex, familial status, 
handicap and national origin, and encourages fair housing opportunities for all; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Catawba Valley Association of Realtors, is committed to highlight the Fair 

Housing Act by continuing to address discrimination in our community, to support 
programs that will educate the public about the right to equal housing opportunities, 
and to plan partnership efforts with other organizations to help assure all people of 
their right to fair housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, WHEREAS, The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® Code of Ethics 

commits all REALTORS® to providing equal professional services without 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, familial status, handicap, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and national origin, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I RUDY WRIGHT, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF HICKORY, on behalf of 
Hickory City Council, do hereby proclaim the month of April, 2016 as  
 

FAIR HOUSING MONTH 
 

and ask the citizens of Hickory to join the Catawba Valley Association of Realtors in celebrating 
Fair Housing Month, reflecting on what has been done to eliminate housing discrimination and 
consider what more needs to be accomplished.  
 
This the 5th day of April, 2016.  
        
       
 
 

                           Rudy Wright, Mayor 
        Rudy Wright, Mayor 

9

Exhibit IV.B.



   

 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Volunteer Week in Catawba County  
 
 
WHEREAS, the foundation of a humane and just society is the people’s willingness to 

work together for the common good; and 
 
WHEREAS,  experience teaches us that government by itself cannot solve all of our 

nation’s social problems; and 

WHEREAS, our country’s volunteer force of millions of caring people is a great 
treasure; and 

WHEREAS,  self-sacrificing individuals mobilized to help others can stem the tide of 
poverty, hunger, homelessness, spouse and child abuse, and other 
problems that afflict society; and 

WHEREAS,  the giving of oneself in service to another empowers the giver and the 
recipient; and 

WHEREAS,  volunteering creates an opportunity to better oneself; and 

WHEREAS,  it is the duty of all our citizens to honor our dedicated volunteers and 
celebrate the volunteer programs that contribute to the life of our 
communities throughout Catawba County.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I Rudy Wright, Mayor of the City of Hickory, on behalf of Hickory 
City Council, do hereby proclaim April 10-16th, 2016, as “Volunteer Week in Catawba 
County” and urge our fellow citizens to observe this period by considering how they can 
devote a portion of their lives each week to people in need, or to an important cause or 
group. 
 
 
Proclaimed this, the 5th day of April, 2016.   
 
 
 
 
                                                         Rudy Wright, Mayor 

10

Exhibit IV.C.



  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                             

  Hank Guess 
Vernon Tarlton               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 
A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were:  City Manager Mick Berry, Assistant City Manager Rodney Miller, Assistant City Manager 
Andrea Surratt, Deputy City Attorney Arnita Dula, City Attorney John W. Crone, III, Governmental Affairs 
Manager Yaidee Fox and City Clerk Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Alderman Zagaroli called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present except for 

Mayor Wright and Alderman Lail.  
 
II. Invocation by Rev. George Coates, Pastor, Hartzell Memorial and McQueen’s Chapel United 

Methodist Churches 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations  
 

A. Presentation of the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the Fiscal Year Beginning 
July 1, 2015.  This is the twenty-first consecutive year the City has received this recognition.  

 
Alderman Zagaroli read and presented a Resolution honoring the Assistant City Manager 
Rodney Miller, Budget Analyst Cameron McHargue, and Finance Officer Melissa Miller, for 
the distinguished budget presentation award for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015.   

 
RESOLUTION 16-02 

RESOLUTION OF THE HICKORY CITY COUNCIL  
HONORING THE HICKORY BUDGET OFFICE STAFF 

     UPON RECEIPT OF THE DISTINGUISHED  
               BUDGET PRESENTATION AWARD FOR THE  

                      FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2015 
 

  WHEREAS,  the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and 
Canada has bestowed upon the City of Hickory’s Budget Office the 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the twenty-first consecutive 
year; and 

 
  WHEREAS, this award is the highest form of recognition in governmental budgeting, 

representing a significant achievement by the City of Hickory, and 
reflecting the commitment of the City Council and Staff to meeting the 
highest principles of governmental budgeting; and 

 
  WHEREAS,  in order to receive this budget award, the City of Hickory Budget Office 

satisfied nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation 
that are designed to assess how well a City’s budget serves as a policy 
document, a financial plan, an operations guide and a communications 
device.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Hickory City Council hereby recognizes 
and honors the Budget Office Staff upon receipt of the DISTINGUISHED BUDGET 
PRESENTATION AWARD and its continuing efforts to improve the quality of budgeting 
and provide an excellent example for other governments throughout North America. 

 
B. Presentation of a Proclamation to Crawdads General Manager, Mark Seaman, 

Recognition of the Crawdads as the 2015 South Atlantic League Champions.   
 

Alderman Zagaroli read and presented a Proclamation to Crawdads General Manager, 
Mark Seaman, Conrad, and other Crawdads Staff in attendance, in recognition of the 
Crawdads as the 2015 South Atlantic League Champions.  A standing ovation was given to 
the Crawdad’s Staff.   
 
General Manager Mark Seaman displayed the 2015 South Atlantic League Champions 
Trophy and presented it to the City so they could display it for a week or two.   
 
Mr. Charles Young thanked Council for the honor.  He commented that the stadium is 
looking better and better, the plantings are starting to mature.  The remodeling had also 
been very good for the fans.  He felt better about the relationship than he ever had in the 
24 years that we have had a ball team.  He felt like that they are partners in trying to bring 
family entertainment to Catawba Valley.  He recognized the young staff that were in 
attendance and commented that we are trying to get college educated people to come 
here.  He stated they have some of the very best working at Frans Stadium under the 
leadership of Mark Seaman.  He commented they are an exception group of young people 
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doing an exceptional job.  He advised that he walked in the Christmas parade in which they 
were the Grand Marshall of.  He walked because he wanted to get a feel for the crowd.  He 
commented that people in this area recognize Conrad the Crawdad.  He advised that he 
and his wife had come from Longview Elementary School where they handed out 
groceries in the PORCH program.  Conrad was in attendance helping them.  The little 
children were heartwarming.  He referenced branding and commented that this is a real 
brand, people recognize Conrad.  He commented about the netting at the stadium and 
advised they protect their fans.  He thanked City Council for the recognition and their 
support.  He presented a photograph of the Crawdads at their Championship winning night 
in Asheville.  
 
Alderman Zagaroli asked how long the City could keep the trophy.  
 
Mr. Young commented that at least a week.  They are going to spring training and will have 
a ceremony there preceding a major league exhibition game.  He referenced the major 
league Rangers and advised that three of them had hit home runs in an exhibition game 
and they all three had played here in the last three or four years.   
 

V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 
VI. Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of March 1, 2016  
 

Alderman Guess moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver that the Minutes of March 1, 2016 
be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

B. Special Meeting of February 25, 2016 
 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver that the Special Meeting 
Minutes of February 25, 2016 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

C. Special Meeting of March 3, 2016 
 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Tarlton that the Special Meeting 
Minutes of March 3, 2016 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.  
      

VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 
reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
Alderman Guess moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the following be reaffirmed and 
ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
A. Approval of Temporary and Permanent Easements with Piedmont Natural Gas on City-

Owned Property Located Off of Dietz Road. (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 

B. Acceptance of the Offer to Purchase City-Owned Property Located at 159 12th Street Court 
SE in the Amount of $81,000.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
C. Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 18. (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
D. Consideration of an Ordinance to Restrict Un-Muffled Engine Noise within the City of 

Hickory Limits.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous)  
 
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council 
Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered under Item IX.   

 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   

   
A. Approved on First Reading a Community Appearance Grant for Non-Residential Property 

Owned by Rahe Bryce, LLC Located at 200 2nd Street NW in the Amount of $3,897.50.       
        
City Council created the Community Appearance Grant program in 1999 to provide 
economic incentives for property owners to improve the general appearance of properties 
located within the City’s designated Urban Revitalization Area.  The Community 
Appearance Commission reviews applications for the grant program and forwards a 
recommendation of approval or denial to City Council.  The grants are designed as a 
reimbursement grant in which the City of Hickory will match the applicant on a 50/50 basis. 
The maximum grant amount from the City of Hickory is $5,000.  The grant proposal put 
forth by Rahe Bryce, LLC involves the renovation of an existing non-residential building.  
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The proposal involves the installation of new stonework around two street side lower 
elevations of the existing commercial building.  The applicant has provided two bids which 
total $7,795 and $17,100. Using the lower of the two bids, the request qualifies for a 
$3,897.50 grant.  The current tax value of the property is $349,400.  The value of the grant 
represents approximately 1.1 percent of the properties’ tax value.  On February 22, 2016, 
the Community Appearance Commission considered the grant request.  Upon 
consideration the Community Appearance Commission, utilizing the City Council approved 
grant scoring criteria, scored the grant in the medium category (15 to 19 points), and voted 
5 to 2 to recommend City Council’s approval of the grant request.   

 
B. Approved the Special Events Activities Application, Hickory Oktoberfest 2016, Connie 

Kincaid, HDDA Executive Director, Hickory Downtown Development Association, event 
Times: October 7, 2016 12:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.; October 8, 2016, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
p.m.; October 9, 2016, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Set-up begins October 6, 2016 at 3:00 
p.m. and Clean-up ends October 9, 2016 at 11:00 p.m.  Alcohol sales will end at 10:30 
p.m. on October 7th and 8th and 5:00 p.m. on October 9th.   
 

C. Approved the Special Events Activities Application, Charity Chase Half Marathon, Kelly 
Pulliam, Chair, Rotary Club of Catawba County, June 5, 2016, 5:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
Hickory Elks Lodge to the Sails on the Square.   

 
D. Approved the Special Events Activities Application, Patriots Day, Fire Chief Fred Hollar, City 

of Hickory, September 11, 2016 3:00, p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Union Square.  
 
E. Approved the Special Events Activities Application, Pinwheels for Prevention/National Child 

Abuse Prevention Month, Kate Landry, Community Education & Outreach Coordinator, 
Children’s Advocacy & Protection Center, April 1, 2016, 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Zahra Baker 
All Children’s Playground at Kiwanis Park.   

 
F. Approved the Special Events Activities Application, Good Friday Gathering, Caleb 

Hayworth, Operations Pastor, Vintage City Church, May 25, 2016, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
downtown Under the Sails. 

 
G. Called for a Public Hearing – For Consideration of Rezoning Petition 16-01 for 

Approximately .48 Acres of Property Located at 225 S NC Highway 127.  The Petition is to 
rezone the Property from High Density Residential (R-4) to Office & Institutional (OI). 
(Authorize Public Hearing for April 5, 2016)  
 

H. Called for a Public Hearing – For Consideration of Rezoning Petition 16-02 for 
Approximately 2.44 Acres of Property Located at 826 21st Street Drive SE, 828 21st Street 
Drive SE, 857 23rd Street Court SE, 863 23rd Street Court SE, 903 23rd Street Court SE and 
a Portion of 830 21st Street Drive SE.  The Petition is to Rezone the Properties from High 
Density Residential – 4 (R-4) to Industrial (IND).  (Authorize Public Hearing for April 5, 
2016)  

 
IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 

 
XI. New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearings  
 

B. Departmental Reports: 
 
1. Approved on First Reading Contract Addition with Freese Nichols to Proceed with 

Bond Project Designer RFQ.   
 

At the February 25th and March 3rd City Council Planning Workshops, Council 
reviewed the timing of bond projects under the purview of the Bond Commission.  
The next step is to select the best qualified designers for the Riverwalk, City Walk 
and the two gateways on US 321.  Staff recommends Council amend the contract 
with Freese Nichols for $27,000 to perform services in assisting the Bond 
Commission, Staff, and Council in selecting and contracting with designers for the 
three projects and approve the budget amendment.   
 
City Manager Mick Berry advised that Staff had talked with Council at their 
planning sessions on February 25th and March 3rd.  He commented that the City is 
well into the planning process for the bond project.  The City had employed the 
services of the engineering firm Freese Nichols for the past nine or ten months.  As 
discussed at Council’s planning session there was a great consensus among the 
Bond Council, Staff and City Council of the good partnership that had been formed 
to make these critical decisions to move the work forward.  He asked Council to 
consider a contract change, Amendment 2, with Freese Nichols.  This was an 
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addition to the original contract, in which services had previously been provided, in 
the amount of $27,000 for Freese Nichols to provide the City with the RFQ 
process, and consultant selection.   Putting together the RFQ, helping the City 
publish the RFQ, and then evaluate the responses.  Working that through the 
Bond Commission’s subcommittees as was talked about at Council’s planning 
sessions.  Staff felt like their expertise would help Staff in evaluating and 
negotiating those design contracts.  Their rate will be $9,000 for each of the 
projects, City Walk, Riverwalk trail, and the US 321 Gateways.  Staff 
recommended that Council consider that amendment to the contract.  He pointed 
out that Staff was able to work with Freese Nichols to reduce their original contract 
by a little less than five percent, $20,000.  That credit will be carried into 
Amendment 2 for the services of $27,000.  He advised that Mr. Charles Archer 
with Freese Nichols was present if they had questions to ask him.  He advised that 
Staff recommended Council approve the contract amendment and also the 
accompanying budget amendment.  He advised that the budget amendment was 
located on Page 167 of their agenda.  The amendment would move funds from 
contingency into general capital projects where we are accounting for the bond 
expenditures, $27,000 to execute that contract.  
 
Alderman Tarlton moved seconded by Alderman Seaver approval amending the 
contract with Freese Nichols in the amount of $27,000.  The motion carried 
unanimously.     
 
Alderwoman Patton moved seconded by Alderman Seaver approval of Budget 
Ordinance Amendment No. 19.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-12 
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 19 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory, that pursuant to 
Section 15 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, that the 
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2016.  
 
SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund the expenditures are to be changed as 
follows:  
 

FUNTIONAL AREA  INCREASE DECREASE 
Other Financing Uses  27,000 - 

TOTAL 27,000 - 
 

SECTION 2.  To provide the revenue for the above, Contingency funds will be 
used as follows:   
 

FUNTIONAL AREA  INCREASE DECREASE 
Contingency   - 27,000 

TOTAL - 27,000 
 
SECTION 3.  To amend the General Capital Projects Fund the expenditures are to 
be changed as follows:   
 

FUNTIONAL AREA  INCREASE DECREASE 
General Capital Projects    27,000 - 

TOTAL 27,000 - 
 
SECTION 4.  To provide the revenue for the above, the revenues are to be 
changed as follows:   
 

FUNTIONAL AREA  INCREASE DECREASE 
Other Financing Sources  27,000 - 

TOTAL 27,000 - 
 
SECTION 5.  Copies of the budget ordinance amendment shall be furnished to the 
Clerk of the Governing Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the 
Finance Officer for their direction.  
 

2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  
 
 COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Other Minority  VACANT 
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 HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  
  (Appointed by City Council) 
  Burke County  (Mayor to Nominate)   VACANT Since 8-6-2008  
  Brookford (Mayor to Nominate) VACANT Since 6-2006   
  INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  
  (Appointed by Mayor with the Concurrence of City Council) 
  (7) Positions  VACANT 
    
  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  At-Large Minority  VACANT  
          
  PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
  Ward 3  VACANT   
         

 RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 3  VACANT 
 

Alderman Seaver advised that he was still looking for people to serve on the Pubic 
Art Commission and Recycling Advisory Board for Ward 3.   
 
Alderman Tarlton asked Parks and Recreation Director Mack McLeod how long 
the At-Large Minority position had been vacant on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  
 
Parks and Recreation Director Mack McLeod advised over a year.  
 
Alderman Tarlton commented that needed to be filled as well.  

 
3. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   

 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
 Alderman Seaver commented that citizens still had time to go vote.   
 
XIV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.     
  

 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Alderman Zagaroli   
 
 
 

_____________________________________   
 City Clerk  
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A Special Joint Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory and Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners was held in the Sipe Board Room at Catawba Valley Community College on Monday, 
March 21, 2016 at 5:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                            Rudy Wright  

Brad Lail   Hank Guess 
Vernon Tarlton               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli 
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 
A quorum was present.   
 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Present:  Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara Beatty, 
Kitty Barnes, Dan Hunsucker, and Sherry Butler.   
 
Also present were:  City Manager Mick Berry, Assistant City Manager Rodney Miller, City Attorney John 
W. Crone, III, and City Clerk Debbie D. Miller   
 
City Staff Present: Communication Specialist Policy Analyst Sarah Prencipe, and Communications 
Marketing Manager Dana Kaminske 
 
Catawba County Staff Present: Economic Development Corporation President Scott Millar, County 
Attorney Debra Bechtel, County Manager Tom Lundy, Assistant County Manager Dewey Harris, Assistant 
County Manager, Mary Furtado, Public Information Officer Dave Hardin, and County Clerk Barbara Morris  
   
I. Mayor Pro Tempore called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present with the 

arrival of Mayor Wright at 5:17 p.m.   
 
II. Discussion of Park 1764.   

 
Catawba County and the City of Hickory have been jointly developing an approximate 170 acre 
business park on Startown Road for potential users of an upper scale, high-tech 
manufacturing/technology Park.  This proposal requests funding for the development of 
entrances, berms, landscaping, and other features which will help position the property as an 
upper-end park in order to help set the stage for the right users at a more developed pricing 
position.   
 
The expenditures suggested within this request will include: 

 Develop a signature entrance along Startown Road as envisioned during the initial 
planning and rezoning discussion 

 Relocate the entrance southward to facilitate the entry between the two tallest silos 
 Build landscaped berms, fencing, and signage at the entrance 
 Construct the protective landscaping and berms northward along Startown Road as 

well as on the Robinwood Road side of the property 
 
 The City’s portion of Park 1764 costs are as follows: 

 Road and Infrastructure improvements of $366,435 and Sewer improvements of 
$180,950 for Park 1764, totaling $547,385.  

 
Staff recommends City Council approve a budget amendment of $366,435 from Capital Reserve 
and $180,950 from the Water and Sewer Fund (total of $547,385) for the City’s share of 
expenses for Park 1764.   
 
Economic Development Corporation President Scott Millar presented a PowerPoint presentation.  
He discussed the expansion of Park 1764.  Park 1764 contains approximately 170 acres off of 
Startown Road and is to be developed into a Class “A” Business Park with limited uses.  He 
advised there would be nice landscaping, berming, a featured walking trail, and the potential of a 
community garden.  He referred to the adjacent property owned by Sarstedt and advised they 
have talked to them about Park 1764 having the same type of landscaping and fencing as their 
property.  He advised initially they had anticipating spending $1.8 million dollars to bring the 
property into a marketing position.  Those initial discussions included wastewater and storm water 
improvements.  
 
Mr. Millar discussed the entry into the property from Startown Road which would be located 
between two silos and contain signage and landscaping.  He advised that they would only go into 
the park about 300 feet.  They would also do landscaping and berming on the Robinwood Road 
side of the property.  He commented that in the event the project failed, the landowners would 
make the decision to have the berming, landscaping, and fencing removed or left in place, 
however, the option is for six more years.  He advised that the cost would include some 
demolition of existing structures, building the berms and the materials.  They have decided not to 
build an accel/decel lane on Startown Road at this time as there may or may not be a need for 
one, dependent on the end user.  The approximate cost for the entry roadway construction would 
be $310,000, $360,000 for sewer line installation, and $365,000 for a storm water retention basin.  
They would wait to put the basin in place as well dependent upon the end user.  He advised that 
they were requesting $1,094,770 from the County and the City, or a 50/50 share of $547,385 
from each entity.  
 
Alderman Guess asked if there had been any opposition to the berms. 
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Mr. Millar advised that there had been some concerns from the landowners located on the north 
and northwest of the property.  They could possibly replace the berming with a double 
windscreen of trees.  
 
Alderman Guess asked about the condition of the silos.  
 
Mr. Millar advised they had not had a structural engineer look at those yet.  Right now they are 
okay, but they would do more testing.  It could be a long-term liability.   
 
County Commissioner Hunsucker questioned the size of the silos.  He commented that acid can 
deteriorate the bottoms of those silos.  He wouldn’t spend $50,000 to keep them.   
 
Alderman Tarlton asked how much they were marketing it for.  
 
Mr. Millar advised $60,000 to $65,000 per acre for a premier park.  
 
Alderman Lail expressed concerns about losing visual impact with the berms at the main 
entrance on Startown Road.  
 
Mr. Millar advised that it was protection for the neighbors. 
 
Mayor Wright, arrived at 5:17 p.m.  
 
Discussion continued about the entrance from Startown Road and the location of the property 
line.   
 
County Commissioner Chair Randy Isenhower asked if there would be landscaping other than the 
berms.   
 
Mr. Millar advised on all the berms on the northeast and northwest corner.  He advised from 
Lampert Street north it is currently open.  
 
County Commissioner Kitty Barnes mentioned the Gaston Park near Gaston College which 
initially was a concept similar to this one.  He had taken them 20 years to establish it and the 
acreages sales were not as high level as what they were discussing for Park 1764.   
 
Mr. Millar advised Gastonia Technology Park, a prime power park, $40,000 to $50,000 per acre 
and they had spent $5 million dollars in grading.   
 
County Commissioner Barnes advised that they had an impressive entry.   
 
County Commissioner Hunsucker questioned the life span of the fencing.  
 
Mr. Millar advised that it was low maintenance vinyl fencing.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the consideration of an irrigation system to water the plants and 
trees that would be installed.  
 
Alderman Seaver asked if there had been any interest in the park yet.   
 
Mr. Millar commented that it is hard to see in raw form.  
 
Alderman Tarlton asked how about the number of parcels.  
 
Mr. Millar advised seven with five different landowners, the Lutz family.  
 
Alderman Tarlton asked how long the option was for. 
 
Mr. Millar advised it was a seven year option and we are a year into it.  The option price was 
$22,000 to $25,000 per acre.  Once the property is purchased they can do whatever they want to 
do with the silos to minimize interference on the short term.  
 
County Commissioner Hunsucker commented that the barn needed to be taken down, it is an 
eye-sore.  He asked if they landowner would keep it bush-hogged.   
 
Mr. Millar advised the landowner’s would like to sell it as soon as possible, they are still using the 
property.   
 
Alderman Lail moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of the plan as presented.   
 
City Manager Mick Berry interjected that Council would also need to include in the motion the 
approval of the budget amendment for the City’s one half share of the expenditures; $180,950 
from the Water and Sewer fund and $366,435 from Capital Reserve for a total of $547,305.   
 
Alderman Lail conceded to the addition of the budget amendment to the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 16-13 
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 20 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to Section 15 of 

Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following amendment be made to the 
budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 and to the Business Park 1764 Capital 
Project Ordinance.  

 
 SECTION 1.  To amend the Water & Sewer Fund the expenditures are to be changed as follows: 
  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 
Other Financing Uses  180,950 - 

TOTAL 180,950 - 
 
 SECTION 2.  To provide the revenue for the above, funds will be used as follows: 
  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 
Other Financing Sources  180,950 - 

TOTAL 180,950 - 
 
 SECTION 3.  To amend the Business Park 1764 project within the General Capital Projects Fund 

the expenditures are to be changed as follows: 
  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 
General Capital Projects 547,385 - 

TOTAL 547,385 - 
 
 SECTION 4.  To provide the revenue for the above, the revenues are to be changed as follows: 
  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 
Other Financing Sources 547,385 - 

TOTAL 547,385  - 
 
 SECTION 5.  Copies of the budget ordinance amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk of the 

Governing Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for their 
direction.   

 
 County Commissioner Chair Isenhower advised utilizing County funds in the amount of $366,435, 

from the economic development reserve and $180,950 in water and sewer project. 
 
 County Commissioner Barnes moved to utilize those funds from each of those items.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   
 

III. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.   
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Mayor   

 
  _____________________________ 

City Clerk 
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PROCLAMATION 
 

Arbor Day Proclamation 
 
 
Whereas, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 

that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and 
 
Whereas, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 

than a million trees in Nebraska; and 
 
Whereas, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and 
 
Whereas, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, 

lower our heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the 
air, produce oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife; and 

 
Whereas, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel 

for our fires and countless other wood products; and 
 
Whereas, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of 

business areas, and beautify our community; and 
 
Whereas, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Rudy Wright, Mayor of the City of Hickory, on behalf of Hickory 
City Council, do hereby proclaim April 23, 2016 as 
 

Arbor Day 
 
in the City of Hickory, and I urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support 
efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and further, I urge all citizens to plant and 
care for trees to gladden the heart and promote the well being of this and future 
generations. 
 
Proclaimed this, the 5th day of April, 2016.   
 
 
 
 
                                                         Rudy Wright, Mayor 
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PROCLAMATION 
 

Lineman Appreciation Day  
 
 
Whereas, linemen are often first responders during storms and other catastrophic 

events, working to make the scene safe for other public safety heroes; and 
 
Whereas, linemen work with thousands of volts of electricity high atop power lines 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year, to keep electricity flowing; and 
 
Whereas, linemen must often work under dangerous conditions, far from their 

families, to construct and maintain the energy infrastructure of the United 
States; and 

 
Whereas, linemen put their lives on the line every day, with little recognition from the 

community regarding the danger of their work. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Rudy Wright, Mayor of the City of Hickory, on behalf of Hickory 
City Council, do hereby proclaim April 18, 2016 as  
 

Lineman Appreciation Day 
 
in the City of Hickory in honor of the linemen of Duke Energy whose dedication keep 
energy flowing and lights glowing for our City’s citizens.  
 
Proclaimed this, the 5th day of April, 2016.   
 
 
 
 
                                                         Rudy Wright, Mayor 
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PROCLAMATION 
 

Whereas: children are vital to our city’s future success, prosperity, and quality 

of life as well as being our most vulnerable assets; and 

 

Whereas: all children deserve to have safe, stable, nurturing, and healthy 
homes and communities that foster their well-being; and 

 

Whereas: child abuse and neglect is a public responsibility affecting both the 

current and future quality of life of a city; and 
 

Whereas: parents need support and resources to cope with stress and nurture 

their children to grow to their full potential; and 

 
Whereas: effective child abuse prevention strategies succeed because of 

partnerships created among citizens, human service agencies, 

schools, faith communities, health care providers, civic 

organizations, law enforcement agencies, and the business 

community; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RUDY WRIGHT, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF HICKORY, NORTH 

CAROLINA, ON BEHALF OF HICKORY CITY COUNCIL, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE 

MONTH OF APRIL 2016 AS 
 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 

In the City of Hickory and call upon all citizens to increase their participation in 
our efforts to support families, thereby preventing child abuse and strengthening 

the community in which we live. 

 

 

Dated this 1st day of April, 2016. 
 

                                                             

                                                              
 

   Rudy Wright, Mayor 
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