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STREETSCAPES

proposed proJects

The following is a summary list of proposed 
streetscape projects that could be components 
of the Inspiring Spaces system. Some are 
recommended in plans previously developed 
for the City or the County, and those plans are 
noted in parentheses under those proposed 
streetscape projects. 

•	 type a - two way conversion / two lane 
downtown commercial streets

•	 type b - two lane downtown commercial 
streets

•	 type c - two lane commercial street with 
center access / planting zone 

•	 type d - four lane commercial and residen-
tial uses with center access zone

•	 type e - six lane divided boulevard

•	 type f - four lane divided boulevard

•	 type g - four lane divided boulevard

•	 type h - two lane residential with center 
access / planting zone

While the streets in Hickory are 
designed to carry vehicular traffic 
through the city, these public 
spaces serve as key linkages 
between destinations. With 
improvements to the streetscape 
aimed at creating a comfortable 
pedestrian environment, such 
as additional plantings, wider 
sidewalks, street furnishings, and 
pedestrian-scaled lighting, the 
streets can also function as linear 
parks. Such improvements can 
also improve the aesthetics of the 
area, enhance the appearance of 
flanking properties, increase the 
desirability of a neighborhood 
and raise property values. 
Through the planning process, 
important street segments were 
identified and classified based on 
current and potential function as 
well as proposed cross-section 
improvements. The description 
of the typology and examples of 
typical improvements associated 
with each type are presented on 
the pages that follow.

streetscapes
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Proposed Project Map
type a:  2 lane, 2 way commercial and residential

1 main avenue north streetscape 
 Improvements/Bridge over nC-127 
 to Union square

2 main avenue north streetscape 
 Improvements/Union square to piedmont 
 Wagon Company site

3 2nd avenue north streetscape  
 Improvements/Us-321 to 9th street nW

4 2nd avenue north streetscape and  
 Conversion to two Way  
 (City Center Plan)

5 3rd avenue north streetscape and  
 Conversion to two-Way 
 (City Center Plan)

6 1st avenue south streetscape and 
 Conversion to two-Way 
 (City Center Plan)

7 2nd avenue south streetscape and  
 Conversion to two-Way 
 (City Center Plan)

type b: 2 lane commercial and residential

8 main avenue north streetscape 
 Improvements/lenoir-rhyne University  
 to Bridge over nC-127

9 Highland avenue/9th avenue ne/ 
 8th street ne streetscape Improvements

type c: 2 lane commercial street  
with center / planting access zone

10 Old lenoir road streetscape Improvements/ 
 12th street Drive nW to 9th street nW

type d: 4 lane commercial and residential uses  
with center access zone

11 lenoir rhyne Boulevard streetscape  
 Improvements/tate Boulevard to Us-70 
 (landscape master plan)

12 nC-127 streetscape Improvements/ 
 Cloninger mill road to Bridge over railroad

13 nC-127 streetscape Improvements/ 
 Bridge over railroad to Us-70

14 springs road streetscape Improvements/ 
 9th avenue ne to Kool park road

type e: 6 lane divided boulevard

15 Us-70 Corridor Beautification/ Fairgrove  
 Church road to lenoir rhyne Boulevard 
 (Landscape Master Plan)

16 Us-70 Corridor Beautification/ 
 lenoir rhyne Boulevard to Us-321 
 (Landscape Master Plan)

type f: 4 lane divided boulevard

17 Us-321 streetscape Improvements/ 
 lake Hickory to 13th street sW

type g: 4 lane divided boulevard

18 mcDonald parkway streetscape  
 Improvements/tate Boulevard to Us-70

19 Fairgrove Church streetscape Improvements/ 
 I-40 to Us-70

20 tate Boulevard streetscape Improvements/ 
 mcDonald parkway to lenoir rhyne Boulevard

21 tate Boulevard streetscape Improvements/ 
 lenoir rhyne Boulevard to 2nd avenue sW

type h: 2 lane with center access / planting zone

22 nC-127 Streetscape Improvements /  
 uS-70 to uS-321
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development Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Green
Zone

Green
Zone

development Zone
Sidewalk

Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

two	way	conversion			•		2	lane,	2	way	commercial	and	residential

type a
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TyPICAl SECTIon   Example: 2nd Avenue North (one-way pairs) 

STREETSCAPES

Proposed

Existing
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railroad Zone

Green Zone

Shared Bicycle and Vehicle Zone

Green 
Zone Sidewalk 

Zone development Zone

type b

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

two lane commercIal and resIdentIal

tHE mAStEr PlAn
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TyPICAl SECTIon  Example: Main Avenue Northeast (bridge over NC-127 to Lenoir-Rhyne)

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed
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development Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Green
Zone

Bicycle 
Zone

Green
Zone

Bicycle 
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

(Center Planted Median 
When Applicable)

type c 

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

two lane commercIal street wIth center / plantIng access zone
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TyPICAl SECTIon  Example: Old Lenoir Road

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed
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development 
Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Center Median/
Turn-lane  Zone

Green
Zone

Bicycle 
Zone

Green
Zone Bicycle 

Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

type d 

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

four lane commercIal and resIdentIal uses wIth center access zone
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Example: NC127 (Railroad to Cloninger Mill Road)TyPICAl SECTIon

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed
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development 
Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone

Green / Parking / Transit Zone

Green / Parking / Transit Zone

Bicycle
Zone

Bicycle
Zone

development Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Center
Median/ 

Turn-lane  
Zone

type e 

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

sIx lane dIvIded boulevard
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TyPICAl SECTIon  Example: US-70

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed
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development Zone
Motor Vehicle Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Green / Parking 

Zone
development Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Center Median Zone

type f

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

four lane dIvIded boulevard
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Example: US 321TyPICAl SECTIon

STREETSCAPES

Proposed

Existing
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development
 Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Green / Parking 

Zone

Green/
Parking Zone

Bicycle
Zone

Bicycle
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Center Median Zone

type g 

four lane dIvIded boulevard

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE

the master plan
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Example: Tate BoulevardTyPICAl SECTIon

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed
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development
 Zone

development
 Zone

Motor Vehicle Zone
Motor Vehicle Zone

Green
Zone

Green
Zone

Bicycle
Zone

Bicycle
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone

Sidewalk
Zone Center Median / 

Turn-lane Zone

two lane wIth center access / plantIng zone

type h 

ConnECTEd (VEHICulAr)

ConnECTEd (PEd/BIkE)

WElCoMInG

ACTIVE

lIVEly

noSTAlGIC

ArTISTIC

knoWlEdGEABlE
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TyPICAl SECTIon  Example: NC-127 South (US-70 to US-321)

STREETSCAPES

Existing

Proposed


