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A =  Approved,  A1  =  Approved First Reading,   A2  =  Approved Second Reading,   D  =  Deferred, 

NA = No Action, PH = Authorized Public Hearing, AD = Approval Denied 
 

A C T I O N   A G E N D A 
 

Hickory City Council                                               June 21, 2022 
76 North Center Street                                           7:00 p.m. 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Invocation by Rabbi Dennis Jones, Temple Beth-Shalom 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
IV. Special Presentations  
 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 
VI.  Approval of Minutes  

 
A  A. Regular Meeting of June 21, 2022.  (Exhibit VI.A.) 

    
VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 

reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.    

 
A2  A. Budget Revision Number 1.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below will be enacted by vote of City Council.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item IX.  

 
A A. Approval of a Grant Agreement with the North Carolina Department of Public Safety and 

the Designation of Applicant Agent for FEMA BRIC Grant for the Northeast Wastewater 
Treatment Facility.  (Exhibit VIII.A.)   

 
Staff requests Council’s approval of Grant Agreement with the North Carolina Department 
of Public Safety (NCDPS) and approval of the Designation of Applicant Agent for FEMA 
BRIC grant for the Northeast Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Staff has identified 
opportunities to seek Federal funding to assist in making improvements to provide 
resiliency to critical infrastructure.  The Federal Government provides funding through the 
FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program.  The BRIC grant 
program requires a 25% local match and provides funding to mitigate risks to infrastructure 
to better protect public investment and the environment.  Due to the significant damages 
and environmental impact resulting from flooding events over the past several years, these 
projects qualify for grant funding.  In February 2021, Council approved a Resolution 
authorizing Public Utilities to apply for a FEMA BRIC grant.  FEMA approved this 
application and awarded the City of Hickory, through the North Carolina Department of 
Public Safety, a grant in the amount of $5,407,285.22 on March 16, 2022, for flood 
hardening and streambank restoration along Falling Creek at the Northeast Wastewater 
Treatment Facility.  This grant requires the designated applicant agent be the same 
individual who submitted the grant application as well as an agreement between NCDPS 
and the City of Hickory to disburse funds and administer the grant.  Staff recommends 
Council’s approval of the Grant Agreement with the North Carolina Department of Public 
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Safety (NCDPS) and approval of the Designation of Applicant Agent for FEMA BRIC grant 
for the Northeast Wastewater Treatment Facility.   
 

A B. Approval to Apply for the 2022 Justice Assistance Grant in the Amount of $16,903 and 
Approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with Catawba County Sheriff’s Office.                  
(Exhibit VIII.B.) 

 
Hickory Police Department requests approval to apply for the 2022 Justice Assistance 
Grant.  The City of Hickory received notification of approval to receive $16,903 under the 
2022 Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program.  The JAG Program is a formula-based grant 
through the Office of Justice Programs/Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) that utilizes 
Uniform Crime Reporting statistics of all law enforcement agencies to determine eligibility 
for direct Federal grant awards. There is no match required.  Hickory Police Department 
will use the grant funds for annual licensing fee for two Grayshift forensic devices in 
collaboration with Catawba County Sheriff’s Office. The JAG legislation requires counties 
to remain a partner with the local jurisdictions receiving funds and must be a signatory on 
a required Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  Hickory Police Department 
recommends approval to apply and partner with Catawba County Sheriff’s Office for the 
2022 Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $16,903.  Hickory Police and Catawba 
County Sheriff’s Office will share the remaining expense of the annual licensing fee to use 
two Grayshift forensic devices for the FY2023-2024. 
 

A C. Approval of a Microenterprise Grant Agreement with Camantha Corsi, Owner of Wildskeins 
Yarn in the Amount of $4,000.  (Exhibit VIII.C.) 

 
 Staff requests approval of a microenterprise grant agreement with Camantha Corsi – 

Owner of Wildskeins Yarn.  In its 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development, the City of Hickory identified increasing entrepreneurship 
opportunities as a high priority need. This includes a program to provide microenterprise 
grants to businesses looking for funding necessary to take their business to the next level. 
The 2022 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Annual Action Plan has $4,000 
allocated towards assistance for entrepreneurial activities with another $30,000 remaining 
from previous plan years. According to the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, a microenterprise is a business that has fewer than five employees, one of 
whom is the owner of the business. The program offers grants of up to $4,000 for low to 
moderate income business owners for business property, inventory, necessary fixed 
assets, marketing and business promotion, or other improvements approved by the 
Business Development Committee.  Applicants are required to submit a business plan and 
have a counseling session with a local business support organization.  Camantha Corsi 
has applied for a Microenterprise Grant to support and enhance her existing small 
business, Wildskeins Yarn. Wildskeins Yarn is a local yarn shop that offers a variety of 
hand and commercially dyed yarns as well as knitting and crochet tools to complete almost 
any type of fiber arts project. The Business Development Committee reviewed the 
application and recommended approval of the grant in the amount of $4,000. The grant 
funds will be used to purchase an online point of sale systems called Shopify as well as 
developing a more cohesive user-friendly website to allow the business to expand their 
online sales presence. Staff recommends City Council’s approval of the Microenterprise 
Grant agreement with Camantha Corsi, owner of Wildskeins Yarn. 

 
A D. Approval of a Cemetery Deed Transfer between Glenn Alvin Bumgarner aka Glen A. 

Bumgarner, Widower, to Glenda Gail Bumgarner, unmarried, Oakwood Cemetery, Section 
58, Plot E9, Lot No. 3. (Prepared by Kimberly H. Whitley, Patrick, Harper & Dixon, L.L.P.)  
(Exhibit VIII.D.) 

 
A E. Approval of the Professional Services Agreement with KCI Associates of North Carolina, 

P.A. in the Amount of $254,200 for the Henry River Basin Pump Station Upgrades Project.  
(Exhibit VIII.E.) 
 
Staff requests Council’s approval of a Professional Services Agreement with KCI 
Associates of North Carolina, PA, for the Henry River basin pump station upgrades project 
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in the amount of $254,200.  The Henry River Basin sewer pump stations have seen 
increased flow as a result of development occurring in the City of Hickory.  An evaluation 
of the Henry River Basin sewer pump stations was completed in October 2021 which 
recommended updates to these pump stations to allow for the anticipated growth in the 
basins they serve.  KCI Associates, PA was tasked with the evaluation of these pump 
stations in July 2021 and delivered an evaluation with recommendations and a proposal 
for the design, permitting, bidding and contract administration of this upgrade project. City 
staff believes that this firm is the best positioned to complete the project based on their 
understanding of both the project and City of Hickory public utilities infrastructure.  The 
pump stations serve the Trivium Corporate Center and Trivium Corporate East site and are 
integral to the available capacities for development of these sites. Catawba County and 
the City of Hickory will share the cost of this design 50/50.  Staff recommends Council’s 
approval of a Professional Services Agreement with KCI Associates of North Carolina, PA, 
for the Henry River basin pump station upgrades project in the amount of $254,200.   
 

A F. Approval of the North Carolina Department of Transportation Municipal Maintenance 
Agreements.  (Exhibit VIII.F.) 

 
 Staff request Council’s approval of the North Carolina Department of Transportation 

(NCDOT) Municipal Maintenance Agreements for signs, markings, and signals to be 
upheld by Public Services.  The City of Hickory maintains NCDOT roadways, signalized 
and unsignalized intersections, and a signal system within the City limits.  NCDOT 
reimburses the City for this maintenance based upon a fee schedule that is used by all 
municipalities in the State that have such an agreement.  This agreement is for one-year 
and eligible for automatic renewal every year for five-years.  After the end of five-years, the 
contract would be reevaluated and renewed.  The Transportation and Engineering 
Manager has worked with NCDOT to ensure the City would be reimbursed the full amount 
available for work performed on their roadways and intersections, both signalized and 
unsignalized within the City limits, as well as maintaining the signal system.  Detailed 
records are kept and submitted to NCDOT quarterly for work performed.  It is through these 
reports that reimbursement is issued.  Without renewal of the Maintenance Agreement, the 
City would not receive any monies from NCDOT for work performed.  Staff recommends 
Council’s approval of the NCDOT Municipal Maintenance Agreements for signs, markings, 
and signals to be upheld by Public Services. 

 
A1 G. Budget Revision Number 2.  (Exhibit VIII.G.) 
 

1. To appropriate $12,789 of General Fund Balance and budget in the Police 
Department’s Contracted Services line item.  This amendment is necessary to pay 
for Smith Rogers PLLC Attorneys at Law for annual legal support.  These funds 
are from State Unauthorized Tax money and are received and reside in General 
Fund Balance until the time of appropriation for specific uses under the State 
guidelines. 

2. To appropriate $254,200 towards the Henry River Pump Station project for a 
Professional Services Agreement with KCI Associates for design, permitting, 
bidding, and contract administration. $127,100 will come from Catawba County. 
The other $127,100 will come from the SDF Capital Reserve Fund. 

3. To appropriate $67,185 of General Fund Balance towards Library supplies. This is 
the remaining amount of the Astronomy donation that the Library received in FY15. 
These funds were unable to be spent prior to the end of last fiscal year. 

  
IX.  Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 
 
XI.  New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearings  
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A  1. Consideration of the Voluntary Contiguous Annexation of Property Owned by 
Michael and Sandra Lilly, Containing .724 Acres, Located at 547 29th Avenue Drive 
NW, PIN 3704-11-56-7036. - Presentation by Planning Director Brian Frazier 
(Exhibit XI.A.1.)   

 
Consideration of the voluntary contiguous annexation of 0.724 acres of property 
located at 547 29th Avenue Drive NW petitioned by Michael and Sandra Lilly.  This 
property is identified as PIN 3704-11-56-7036. Annexation area includes right-of-
way of 5th Street Place NW.  The annexation is being requested to connect to 
sanitary sewer.  The subject property is currently located with Hickory’s extra-
territorial jurisdictional area (ETJ) and zoned R-2 Residential and the Lake Hickory 
Water-Supply Watershed and is 0.724 acres in total size. The current R-2 zoning, 
and water-supply watershed districts permit residential uses at a density of two (2) 
dwelling units per acre.  The subject property is currently occupied by a single-
family residence and is not intended to change.  The current tax value of the 
property is $181,200.  If annexed with its present value, the property would 
generate additional tax revenues of $1,137.  Upon analysis, staff has determined 
the petition meets the statutory requirements for voluntary contiguous annexation, 
and adequate public services are available.  Staff finds the petition to be in 
conformity with applicable statutes and recommends approval of the petition.  

  
This public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the Hickory area on June 24, 2022.   
 

A1  2. Consideration of a Proposed Annexation Agreement with the City of Newton.  – 
Presentation by City Manager Warren Wood.  

 
 This public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in 

the Hickory area on July 8, 2022.   
 

B. Departmental Reports 
 

NA  1. Economic Development Updates – Presentation by Catawba County Economic 
Development Corporation President Scott Millar  

 
A   2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions   

 
    COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
    (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
    Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                          VACANT 
    At-Large (Outside City but within HRPA) (Council Appoints)                    VACANT 
    At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                      VACANT 
            
    COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
 Other Minority (Council Appoints)                          VACANT 

   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                             VACANT                                                            
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                VACANT 
Differently Abled and is African American or Other Minority (Council Appoints) 
                               VACANT 
 

   HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  

   (Appointed by City Council)  
   Catawba County Representative (1) 

 (Mayor Appoints with Recommendation from Catawba County                VACANT 
                                        A Candidate is Under Consideration by Catawba County  

    
   LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
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   Ward 3 (Seaver Appoints)                VACANT 
 

 PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Ward 4 (D. Williams Appoints)                             VACANT 
   At-Large (Mayor Appoints)                                                                                                 VACANT 
 

 Mayor Guess Nominated Charlton Seaver as At-Large Representative on the 
Public Art Commission. 

                             
   RECREATION AND SPORTS TOURISM COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Ward 3 (Seaver Appoints)                                                                                                   VACANT 
   Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                                                    VACANT 
 

 Alderwoman Patton Nominated Charlie Hayes as Ward 6 Representative on the 
Recreation and Sports Tourism Commission.  

 
   RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                                                    VACANT 
    

UNIVERSITY CITY COMMISSION 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 2-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  

   At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                                        VACANT 
   At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                                        VACANT  
   At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                                        VACANT 
    
   YOUTH COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
 

   Fred T. Foard High School Representative                                       VACANT 
 

C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   
 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
XIV. Closed Session Per NC General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(1)(6) to consult with the attorneys  

regarding the following:  (Action on these items, if any, will occur in Open Session) 
 
1. Approval of Closed Session Minutes of June 21, 2022 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(1)  
2. Discussion of a Personnel Matter - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(6) 

 
XV. Adjournment  
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*Hickory City Code Section 2-56.  Public Address to Council: 
 
“When conducting public hearings, considering ordinances, and otherwise considering matters 
wherein the public has a right to be heard, when it appears that there are persons present desiring 
to be heard, the Mayor shall require those opposing and favoring the proposed action to identify 
themselves.  Each side of the matter shall be given equal time.  Those opposing the proposed action 
shall be allowed 15 minutes for presentation, followed by 15 minutes for those favoring the action, 
with the opponents then to have five minutes for rebuttal and the proponents to then have five 
minutes for surrebuttal.  Those persons on either side shall have the right to divide their allotted 
time among them as they may choose.  The Council, by majority vote, may extend the time for each 
side equally.  On matters in which the person desiring to address the Council does not have a legal 
right to speak, the Council shall determine whether it will hear the person.   The refusal to hear a 
person desiring to speak may be based upon grounds that the subject matter is confidential, that 
its public discussion would be illegal, that it is a matter not within the jurisdiction of the Council or 
for any other cause deemed sufficient by the Council.  Any person allowed to speak who shall depart 
from the subject under discussion or who shall make personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks, 
or who shall become boisterous while addressing the Council shall be declared out of order by the 
Mayor, or by vote of the Council, and barred from speaking further before the Council unless 
permission to continue shall be granted by a majority vote of the Council, under such restrictions 
as the Council may provide.”  
 
 

The City of Hickory holds all public meetings in accessible rooms. 
Special requests for accommodation should be submitted by individuals 

with disabilities at least 48 hours before the scheduled meeting. 
Phone Services (hearing impaired) – Call 711 or 1-800-735-2962 

 


