
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                           Hank Guess   

Tony Wood   David L. Williams 
Charlotte C. Williams               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 

A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were:  City Manager Warren Wood, Assistant City Manager Rick Beasley, Deputy City 
Manager Rodney Miller, City Attorney John W. Crone, III, Deputy City Clerk Crystal B. Mundy and City 
Clerk Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Guess called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present with the arrival of 

Alderman Williams at 7:03 p.m.   
 
II. Invocation by Reverend Bob Thompson, Corinth Reformed Church  
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations 
 

A. Presentation by Public Works Director Steve Miller and Mr. Forrest Jones, from the Town 
of Garner and North Carolina Streets APWA President. 

 

Mayor Guess asked Public Works Director Steve Miller to the podium to introduce the 
special presentation.   
 
Public Works Director Steve Miller introduced Mr. Forrest Jones, from the Town of 
Garner, and the President of North Carolina APWA Streets Division.   
 
North Carolina Streets APWA President Forrest Jones advised he was now the Past- 
President.  He advised he currently serves as the Director for the Town of Garner.  He 
was present on behalf of the APWA to do one of the fun things he liked to do in this 

position and role, and that was to recognize outstanding folks for their performance and 
things over the years.  He also thanked and recognized the City’s staff for submitting 
nominations and taking time to recognize these people.  He asked Mr. Bobby Hatley to 
join him at the podium.  He advised probably a year and a half ago this was an 
opportunity he had with APWA.  Each year their Association received nominations from 
across the State for several of their annual awards.  This year was no different, in spite of 
COVID they still went out and kept their awards and scholarships programs intact.  He 
was proud to say they had applications for all of them.  They were able to meet and 
selected a winner. This year Mr. Hatley was recognized for the Streets Achievement 

Award.  This was an award where they really look to recognize folks for their outstanding 
performance, the contributions they make to their community and to employees as well.  
He advised the City had a great jewel in Mr. Hatley.  He mentioned a couple things about 
Mr. Hatley.  He had worked with the City for over nine years.  He started with the City as 
an equipment operator.  Since that time, his qualifications and experience had earned 
him several promotions and now he serves as the Street Division Supervisor.  He had 
been able to take advantage of a number of educational opportunities including the 
Roads Scholar Program.  He was recently recognized for that accomplishment before 
Council.  He takes an innovative approach to his work.  A while back he led a project on a 

pipe repair that was 17 feet in the ground and managed to do that without ever having 
entered the pipe.  Some things that were highlighted about Mr. Hatley was he was an 
effective communicator with both employees, as well as town residents.  His supervisors 
have shared that they often hear feedback about Mr. Hatley, but what struck him the 
most was that if he represents the rest of the City's employees.  We are on the right track. 
And if they could get the general public to make that kind of comment about staff, he 
thought that went along way to show their commitment, and his commitment, and their 
investment in him as well.  He presented the award to Mr. Hatley from the APWA NC 
Streets Divisions Chapter.  Mr. Jones read the award “The 2020 Streets Achievement 

Award presented to Bobby Hatley, City of Hickory in recognition of outstanding 
achievements and contributions to the public work profession. January 2021, Hickory, 
North Carolina”.   
 
Mr. Bobby Hatley commented that this was definitely a surprise.  He appreciated it greatly 
and looked forward to being able to serve the City for upcoming events that they have.  
He also a thanked his boss Carolina Kone who had been really helpful through 
everything and also Steve Miller.  They had given him some opportunities and had took 

some chances to make things like the 17-foot pipe job happen.  He thanked everyone.  
 
Photos were taken of Mr. Bobby Hatley, Mr. Forrest Jones, Ms. Carolina Kone and Mr. 
Steve Miller. 
 
Mr. Forrest Jones thanked Council for the opportunity.  
 
Council Members thanked Mr. Jones.  
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Mayor Guess commented it was always great when they get to recognize their 
employees, but it was even better when other people recognize them from across the 
State.  They were certainly privileged at the City of Hickory to have had that happen on 
numerous occasions.  Not just to Mr. Hatley but to all the coworkers, they greatly 
appreciated the job that they do each and everyday and often times goes unrecognized.  
He thanked staff again.      

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard  

 
VI. Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of January 5, 2021 
 

Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Zagaroli that the Regular Meeting 
Minutes of January 5, 2021 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 

    
VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 

reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderwoman Williams that the following be reaffirmed 
and ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A. Approval to Amend the Traffic Ordinance to Reduce the Posted Speed Limit Along 12 th 

Street NE, 39th Avenue NE, 12th Street Court NE, 13th Street NE, 39th Avenue Place NE, 
and 13th Street Place NE to 25 MPH.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous)  

 
B. Budget Revision Number 12.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below will be enacted by vote of City Council.  There will be no 

separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests.  In which event, the 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item IX.   

 
Alderman Seaver moved, seconded by Alderman Zagaroli approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

  
A. Approved Change Order Number One with Chatham Civil Contracting LLC in the 

Decreased Amount of $144,598.56 for Construction Services Related to the Trivium 
Court and Trivium Parkway Road Development Project.   

 
Trivium Corporate Center is the business park recognized in the Bond projects to receive 

money from bond proceeds for development.  The City, Catawba County and Catawba 
County Economic Development Corporation have worked on development of the project 
to a condition that is receptive to marketing.  Change order number one represents a 
correction to the value of the construction contract based on corrective quantities and 
delaying final topcoat on the road surface to a more suitable time.  This change order 
represents a reduction in the overall contract with Chatham Civil Contracting, LLC in the 
amount of $144,598.56.  Staff recommends Council’s approval of change order number 
one with Chatham Civil Contracting, LLC, in the decreased amount of $144,598.56 for 
construction services related to the Trivium Court and Trivium Parkway (NCDOT U-6238) 

road development project. 
 

B. Approved a Resolution Approving the Town of Catawba Local Water Supply Plan.   
 

Staff requests Council’s approval of a Resolution approving the Town of Catawba (PWS: 
01-18-040) local water supply plan.  North Carolina General Statute §143-355 (1) 
requires all public water systems to have a local water supply plan that is intended to give 
a report of the water system current demands and a projection for future demands.  This 
analysis is required to be performed and reported annually by public water suppliers with 

major updates every five years that require the passage of a Resolution approving the 
document by the governing body/board.  The City of Hickory Public Utilities Department 
developed the Town of Catawba local water supply plan due to the City of Hickory 
owning, operating and maintaining this public water system.  The City Council of the City 
of Hickory is the governing body responsible for the providing these services due to this 
relationship.  The Town of Catawba local water supply plan has been reviewed by 
NCDENR and has been found to be in compliance with NCGS §143-355 (1).  Staff 
recommends Council’s approval of this Resolution approving the Town of Catawba 
(PWS: 01-18-040) local water supply plan. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 21-04 

                         RESOLUTION FOR APPROVING LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN 
    Town of Catawba PWS 01-18-040 
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WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (1) requires that each unit of local 
government that provides public water services or plans to provide such services shall, 
either individually or together with other such units of local government, prepare and 
submit a Local Water Supply Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, as required by the statute and in the interests of sound local planning, a 

Local Water Supply Plan for the Town of Catawba, has been developed by City of 
Hickory Public Utilities Department and is approved by City of Hickory City Council as 
owners of the Town of Catawba PWS 01-18-040; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Local Water Supply Plan has been deemed to 
be in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (1) 
through review by NC DENR-DWQ Planning Staff and that it will provide guidance for the 
future management of water supply for Town of Catawba, as well as useful information to 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources for 

the development of a state water supply plan as required by statute;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of  Hickory that 
the Local Water Supply Plan entitled, 2019 Local Water Supply Plan, is hereby approved 
and shall be submitted to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
Division of Water Resources; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council intends that this plan shall be revised 
to reflect changes in relevant data and projections at least once every five years, in 
accordance with the statute and sound planning practice. 
 

C. Approved a Resolution Approving the City of Hickory Local Water Supply Plan.     
 

Staff requests Council’s approval of a Resolution approving the City of Hickory (PWS: 01-
18-010) local water supply plan.  North Carolina General Statute §143-355 (1) requires all 
public water systems to have a local water supply plan that is intended to give a report of 
the water system current demands and a projection for future demands.  This analysis is 

required to be performed and reported annually by public water suppliers with major 
updates every five years that require the passage of a Resolution approving the 
document by the governing body/board.  The City of Hickory Public Utilities Department 
has performed the analysis and evaluation of the water use patterns and the available 
treatment capacities for the entire City of Hickory distribution and collection systems.  
This plan is intended to reflect the current use patterns of the available water supply and 
then project forward 50 years to determine if system demand will surpass available  
capacity at any point in that period.  This is one component of the North Carolina Water 
Supply Master Plan for the entire State.  This evaluation is required to be performed, 

updated and reported annually to NCDENR with major updates required every five years. 
The City of Hickory local water supply plan does not reflect an exceedance of available 
supply over this planning period.  The City of Hickory Local Water Supply Plan has been 
reviewed by NCDENR and has been found to be in compliance with NCGS §143-355 (1). 
Staff recommends Council’s approval of this Resolution approving the City of Hickory 
(PWS: 01-18-010) local water supply plan. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 21-05 

  RESOLUTION FOR APPROVING LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN 

 City of Hickory PWS 01-18-010 
 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (1) requires that each unit of local 
government that provides public water services or plans to provide such services shall, 
either individually or together with other such units of local government, prepare and 
submit a Local Water Supply Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, as required by the statute and in the interests of sound local planning, a 
Local Water Supply Plan for the City of Hickory, has been developed and submitted to 

the City Council for approval; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Local Water Supply Plan has been deemed to 
be in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (1) 
through review by NC DENR-DWQ Planning Staff and that it will provide guidance for the 
future management of water supply for the City of Hickory, as well as useful information 
to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources 
for the development of a state water supply plan as required by statute;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hickory that 
the Local Water Supply Plan entitled, 2019 Local Water Supply Plan, is hereby approved 
and shall be submitted to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
Division of Water Resources; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council intends that this plan shall be revised 
to reflect changes in relevant data and projections at least once every five years, in 
accordance with the statute and sound planning practice. 

D. Accepted the Non-Warranty Deed from Norfolk Southern Railway Company for Two
Outparcels.

The City of Hickory is constructing a City Walk as one of the bond projects.  The City
Walk path, originally designed to run from Lenoir Rhyne University to 9 th Avenue NW,
was extended to run from 9th Avenue NW to Old Lenoir Road to ultimately connect the
City’s Riverwalk.  A portion of the extension will run down 11 th Avenue NW to connect
with the path on Old Lenoir Road.  To construct the extended path,  the City had to
acquire certain property rights from owners of affected parcels along the designated path.
Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“Norfolk Southern”) is the owner of two such
parcels. Norfolk Southern is conveying outparcel number one of approximately 0.314

acres with a proposed acquisition on 11th Avenue NW and outparcel number two of
approximately 1.254 acres with a proposed acquisition on Main Avenue NW to the City in
a Non-Warranty Deed.  The railway is reserving an access easement for ingress and
egress across an existing driveway that extends along the northernmost portion of
outparcel number one.  Staff recommends Council accept the Non-Warranty Deed from
Norfolk Southern Railway Company for outparcel number one and outparcel number two.

E. Approved on First Reading Budget Revision Number 13.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-03 
BUDGET REVISION NUMBER 13 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to N.C. 
General Statutes 159.15 and 159.13.2, the following revision be made to the annual 
budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.     

SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund within the FY 2020-21 Budget Ordinance, the 

expenditures are to be changed as follows:  

To provide funding for the above, the General Fund revenues will be amended as follows: 

SECTION 2.  To amend the Water and Sewer Fund within the FY 2020-21 Budget 
Ordinance the expenditures are to be changed as follows:  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Environmental Protection 42,040 - 

TOTAL 42,040 - 

To provide funding for the above, the Water and Sewer revenues will be amended as 
follows:     

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Miscellaneous Revenues 42,040 - 

TOTAL 42,040 - 

SECTION 3.  Copies of the budget revision shall be furnished to the Clerk of the 
Governing Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for 
their direction. 

IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None

X. Informational Item

XI. New Business:

A. Public Hearings

B. Departmental Reports:

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

General Government 10,000 - 

Culture and Recreation 31,754 - 

TOTAL 41,754 - 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Restricted Intergovernmental Revenues 31,754 - 

Other Financing Sources 10,000 - 

TOTAL 41,754 -
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1. Quarterly Financial Report – Presentation by Deputy City Manager Rodney Miller  

 
Deputy City Manager Rodney Miller presented a PowerPoint presentation.  He 
discussed the quarterly financial report for the second quarter of July 1st through 
June 30th fiscal year.  Halfway through the fiscal year already, believe it or not.  
He discussed some of the highlights and gave a general overview of the City’s 

finances.  Obviously, as he had reported before, the City's general fund was the 
main operating fund of the City.  On the revenue side there had been quite a bit 
of activity, $9 million dollars in property tax revenue came in in December.  He 
referred to the PowerPoint and pointed out the ad valorem taxes.  The City’s 
budget was almost $31 million dollars.  He reported through December 31st, they 
had collected almost $24.3 million dollars.  He noted on the slide were the City 
was last fiscal year.  Obviously, the additional development that reported over the 
last several quarters, those new developments, both on the commercial side and 
residential were now paying taxes.  That was the primary reason.  He remained 

cautiously optimistic on these numbers.  Obviously, they had gotten past January 
19th, past the January 5th or 6th deadline from Catawba County, each of the 
County's tax departments.  He did not have numbers for that yet.  He advised 
you never know if folks paid on December 31st or January 1st or vice versa from 
year to year, but it's certainly a good sign that the number this year was higher 
than last year.  He wouldn’t know that until he closed the month of January.  The 
City gets those revenues in bulk, really through December, and then beginning in 
January they get those large payments on a monthly basis between now and the 
rest of the fiscal year.  He would have a better update when they close January 
31st to know what those property tax revenues really ended compared to last 
year, because we'll get another four or five million dollars in January. 
 
Mr. Miller discussed other taxes that was primarily the City’s sales taxes.  He 
referred to the PowerPoint and advised those were slightly up compared to the 
year before.  Again, another good sign.  He thought that City Manager Warren 
Wood had mentioned previously that this recession that technically we're still in 
both in Hickory, and in the country, we had survived, and we have been 

somewhat immune to that in most areas, primarily property taxes and sales tax.  
They City had not had the huge shutdowns of manufacturing facilities that they 
experienced in prior recessions.  He knew in the retail world they had certainly 
taken a hit on the restaurant side, but car sales and furniture sales had been 
considerably up, and that was what had kept those sales taxes afloat.  A little 
higher on other taxes.  He discussed intergovernmental which was the hotel/ 
motel occupancy tax.  That industry had also been drastically affected, as more 
and more folks are having zoom and WebEx meetings and not traveling as 
much.  Catawba County and Hickory were certainly a destination.  They had 

some events in the Convention Center, but basically it had been non-existent for 
the most part.  They were getting some bookings, or at least calls about booking 
later this year.  Hopefully after the vaccine was readily available, and we could hit 
that herd immunity by this summer, they were certainly hopeful that those 
numbers could increase.  He discussed permits, fees, sales and services.  That 
was a category of multiple functions and receipts including recreation revenues, 
library revenues and parking tickets.   A lot of those had declined and or 
diminished between now versus last year, primarily due to COVID.   
 

Mr. Miller discussed investment earnings.  He advised December had not posted 
in that month figure, so it would be a little bit higher.  He explained what had 
happened there.  He promised Council that the Finance Department was 
investing those dollars.   He advised on his last slide that the interest rate the City 
was receiving, though, was significantly lower.  The City cannot invest, and he 
emphasized that, into the stock market.  Everyone's 401Ks and 457 and S&P 
500 index, keep it on a personal level, but the City of Hickory cannot invest in 
that, nor should we, because when it goes down, we need to preserve the 
principle of those City taxpayer funds.  What happened in that over the year was 

last year interest rates were still good halfway through the year.  Those longer 
securities that had matured, those higher 1.5% and 2% coupons had matured, 
and they had been reinvested with those 25, 30 and 40 basis point securities.  
The City was still investing, but you take what was a higher security and replace 
it with a much lower security.  Finally, with that number, he advised that 
obviously, the $9 million dollars in December, those dollars would be invested, 
and they hadn’t had a chance to earn a lot of interest.  They would see that over 
the coming quarters.  
 

Mr. Miller discussed miscellaneous revenue and other financing sources.  Not 
much had changed since the last quarter.  He explained that was a number of 
things; you balance the budget, he thought $1.6 million dollars of fund balance 
was used to balance the budget.  They took $800,000 in rural tax dollars for the 
new engine five Fire Department truck.  They took a million dollars from Capital 
Reserve.  They used some fuel reserve money and they took the money from 
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Outward Bound that was dedicated and applied it to Bruce Meisner Park.  That 
was really what that $10 million dollars made up there.  He referred to the 
PowerPoint and pointed out the revenues were still higher than expenditures, a 
little bit less than last year at this time.  He showed the property tax revenue and 
pointed out a couple things.  He was hopeful, cautiously optimistic, at this point in 
time, they don't know how many people have paid and whether they paid 

December 31st  or earlier this time than last year.  They won't know that again 
until another week or two.  Almost five percent increase was certainly better than 
a decrease.  He advised the 13.19 percent, that fiscal year the City raised the 
property tax rate.  That was not 13 percent of growth, that was the tax rate 
increasing, which caused that revenue to increase.  On the sales tax side, he 
advised the City had continued that growth.  He was very pleased about that and 
certainly thankful for the folks, as he mentioned selling cars and furniture and 
home supplies.  He had been in Lowe's and Home Depot a couple times too and 
they were getting some business.  Those improvement projects certainly were 

helping this particular number.  Meals, restaurant meals, they were taking to go 
meals.  He knew for one Backstreets, Brian says they hadn't missed a beat, even 
with the takes out as far as his revenues for this year.  
 
Mr. Miller discussed building permit activity.  A couple things had gone on here, 
the City’s residential growth and activity continued to increase.  They had seen 
208 permits in residential compared to 187 last year.  Alternatively, commercial 
permits had decreased. It said 48 percent, but on the value primarily if you look 
at the commercial value one of those was $20 million dollars last September.  
That was the Preston Ridge permit.  If you take that number out, that $20 million 
dollars out of the 50, you have got 31 to 22.  Not bad.  What Council probably 
remembered was the City had an agreement with MDI.  He promised Council 
that their permit was going to be about $100 million dollars.  That was really 
going to skew the numbers to the positive once they get their permit in hand.  He 
was not too concerned about commercial.  He also mentioned commercial 
permits and he thought that the Preston Ridge permit, he thought Brian Frazier in 
Planning told him, there were eight commercial permits for Preston Ridge which 

were in this number here, and the value was over $20 million dollars.  It took 
eight different permits because they had multiple buildings.  That was the number 
of commercial permits even though it was residential, it was considered a 
commercial permit.  He advised 61 single family dwellings through December.  
They were on pace to exceed 100 single family houses this year.  He referred to 
the prior presentation and advised they need 500 new people to come to 
Catawba County every year.  A 100 single family houses certainly helped that, 
but they could see there was still a deficit.  They need even more than that but 
were certainly headed in the right direction.  He referred to the PowerPoint and 

pointed out the residential numbers.  He thought they knew all of those projects.  
Those were all in some form of construction.  There were a couple things going 
on in Mountain View that were new to the list.  There was an Eye Care off of 
McDonald Parkway.  He knew they probably recognized the Dollar General that 
was under construction, as well as several projects in Trivium, both Stonemont 
and ITM, which Corning had already gotten their CO, and then they added 
Cataler as well.  They were due to start any time now.  He didn't put all of the 
residential projects on there.  He pointed out Snow Creek which had been 
approved.  They had only done the grading they had not started anything beyond 

that.  The Home2Suites hotel was on hold, obviously due to COVID.  They were 
waiting on Atriax and their plans and their construction to start.  Lake Park off of 
321, that spec building looked really, really good, and they were hopeful for it to 
get completed.  And Bruce Meisner Park had also been graded and they would 
start seeing a building come up soon.  Again, a healthy amount of building 
activity.  He challenged Council or anyone else to show him what kind of activity 
they had in the last two recessions.  It just wasn't there.  In fact, our tax base was 
declining, and it was not so far at this point. 
 

Mr. Miller discussed the water and sewer fund.  It was a $38 million dollar fund.  
In the annual budget there was not a tremendous amount of change.  They felt 
fairly good about the revenues.  The major category of sales and services was 
slightly behind last year, but they would catch that up as people start to use more 
water in the spring and the summer.  Investment earnings was a little bit higher 
than the general fund.  They had a little more money in the bank, so they had 
learned $28,000 compared to the 302.  He noted some fund balance and some 
financing that the City had with State revolving loans.  On the expenditure side, 
they could see that they had spent more than they had received, which just 

meant that had used more fund balance in that fund at this point of the year.  
That was common.  If you look at last year, they were at almost $3 million dollars. 
He pointed out the Capital number.  They had spent almost $3.5 million dollars in 
Capital just the first half of the year, compared to only $250,000 the year before.  
Nothing to be alarmed about in the water and sewer fund it was very healthy.  It 
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had great employees and leadership and they think they would finish in the black 
again for the water and sewer fund. 
 
Mr. Miller discussed the investment report.  He mentioned the City’s average 
yield for their securities was about a half a percent.  They were not going to earn 
a lot of money on that.  That was what it was as of December 31st.  He pointed 

out that all of the City’s investments had earned almost $900,000 so we are 
investing dollars, there were monies in separate funds, primarily the City’s capital 
project funds and water and sewer, and they were earning money almost to the 
tune of  $875,000.  He referred to the PowerPoint and displayed a description of 
the City’s securities.  The money that he mentioned in property tax revenues, that 
$9 million dollars was sitting right there, basically in cash.  It was earning, he 
thought, one basis point, in case Council was wondering which was better than 
under your mattress.  It was very, very safe, and it was earning a slight amount of 
income there.  He referred to the PowerPoint and noted that the City had spent 

all of the 2018 bonds.  They were almost finished with City Walk and Riverwalk 
was commencing.  They had $4.8 million dollars as of December 31st  left in their 
2019 bonds.  He advised perhaps when he comes before Council in April, they 
may have a plan, or at least at their staff retreat, as to when they were going to 
issue the final $10 million dollars of bonds.  They had issued $30 million dollars, 
they had $10 million dollars to go, probably sometime in the May, June, July 
timeframe.  He asked Council for any questions.   
 
Alderwoman Patton asked Mr. Miller if once he got the numbers from the County 
for the property tax if he could come back at the first meeting in February and let 
Council know what that number was.  
 
Mr. Miller advised he was happy to or he could email that information to Council 
or send it through the Managers Communication.  He wanted to close the month 
of January and he would be happy to send that out to Council so they would 
have it, he would give them what those numbers were.   
 

Mayor Guess asked for any other questions or comments for Mr. Miller.  Mayor 
Guess quoted City Manager Warren Wood “this is the first recession that we 
haven't participated in”.  That was a good quote.  
 

2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  
 
   COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   At-Large (Outside City but within HRPA) (Council Appoints)                    VACANT   

     
   COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                          VACANT 
   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                             VACANT 
                                       Other Minority (Council Appoints)                VACANT 

Differently-Abled and is African-American or Other Minority (Council Appoints) 
                               VACANT 
 

HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  
  (Appointed by City Council) 
  Brookford (Mayor Appoints with Recommendation from Brookford)         VACANT 
 
  LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 

  At-Large (Mayor Appoints)                VACANT  
                (Unexpired Term of Helen Devlin)  

   
  PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 

  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
  Ward 4 (D. Williams Appoints)                                                                  VACANT 
   
  PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 5-Year Terms) (Appointed by the Mayor) 
  Position 3 (Mayor Appoints)                            VACANT  
  Position 9 (Mayor Appoints) (Unexpired Term of Rebecca Clements)      VACANT  

       
  YOUTH COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
Youth Council Applicant Review Committee Recommends the Following 
Appointments:  
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FTF                                                                                                            VACANT  
HCAM                                                                                                        VACANT  
HHS                                                                                                           VACANT  
Homeschool                                               VACANT   
 
Mayor Guess commented that some of these boards haven’t been meeting as 

regularly as they would have if we haven’t been in a pandemic, but they were 
making efforts for those that were necessary to be able to meet and to continue 
on.  If anyone was interested in any of the vacancies, they could let himself or 
any member of Council know, and they would point them in the right direction as 
far as that was concerned.   

 
C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   

 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider)  

 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature   
 
XIV. Closed Session Per NC General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(1)(4) to consult with the attorneys 

regarding the following: (Action on these items, if any, will occur in Open Session) 
 
 Mayor Guess moved, seconded by Alderwoman Williams, that Council go into closed session to 

consult with the attorneys to discuss the items below.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
1. Approval of Closes Session Minutes of October 20, 2020 and November 3, 2020 - NCGS 

§143-318.11(a)(1) 
2. Discussion of Potential Economic Development - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(4)  

 
Council convened to closed session at approximately 7:26 p.m.   

 
Council reconvened to open session at approximately 7:52 p.m.  

  
 No action was taken upon return to open session.  
 
XV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.   
  
 

 
 
            

     _______________________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
 

_____________________________________   
 City Clerk  


