
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                           Hank Guess   

Tony Wood   David L. Williams 
Charlotte C. Williams               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 
A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were City Manager Warren Wood, Deputy City Manager Rodney Miller, Assistant City 
Manager Rick Beasley, Deputy City Attorney Arnita Dula, City Attorney John W. Crone, III, Deputy City 
Clerk Crystal B. Mundy and City Clerk Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Guess called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present. 
 
II. Invocation by Pastor Mike Faircloth, Christ United Methodist Church  
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations 
 

A. Recognition of the Meritorious Service Award to Hickory Police Department Officer Dylan 
Cornett  

 
 Mayor Guess asked Hickory Police Department’s Chief of Police Thurman Whisnant to 

the podium.  He mentioned that Chief Whisnant was a year older since the last time he 
was here.  He wished him a Happy Birthday, which was September 6th.   

 
 Hickory Police Department’s Chief of Police Thurman Whisnant advised they were here 

tonight to celebrate one of their own for some exemplary service.  He recognized Officer 
Cornett’s coworkers that came out to support him tonight.  They were from the Edward 
Pact.  He introduced Captain Philip Demas, Captain Bryan Adams, and assisting him was 
his nominator Lieutenant John Wienbrock, and Deputy Chief Reed Baer.  He asked 
Officer Dylan Cornett to the podium.  He asked Officer Cornett who was with him tonight 
that he would like to recognize.  He asked who his support system was here?   

 
 Officer Dylan Cornett advised he had his wife Roxanne, daughter Kaybren, stepsons 

Branson,  and Keyland, his parents, siblings, and grandparents as well.   
 

Chief Thurman Whisnant advised they could join him at the podium.  They were 
extremely proud of Officer Dylan Cornett.  They have two major awards that they give 
out.  They do not give them out very often, only for really special occasions.  He would be 
receiving the Meritorious Service Award for an incident that happened on May 1st of this 
year.  He knew that was a longtime ago, but it took them a little while to get the medal 
due to supply chains, but he would be receiving a medal tonight.  He was being 
recognized because without question had it not been for his actions on May 1st, there was 
no question he saved the lives of two children in fire of a mobile home. He read some 
excerpts from the nomination from his Lieutenant John Wienbrock.  On May 1, 2022 at 
2:34 a.m. Officer Dylan Cornett was conducting patrol in the area of Ivey Weaver Mobile 
Home Park.  During this time, Officer Cornett observed a mobile home that was on fire.  
Without regard for his own safety Officer Cornett went to the door of the mobile home and 
was able to contact the occupants which were two sisters who were sleeping at the time. 
With the mobile home filled with smoke and the fire spreading rapidly Officer Cornett 
assisted in getting the two children out of the mobile home and escorted them to safety.  
Officer Cornett continued to investigate at the scene of the incident to ensure that there 
were no other occupants in the home.  Officer Cornett’s courage, professionalism, and 
devotion to duty, reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest 
tradition of the Hickory Police Department and the City of Hickory.  He humbly nominated 
Officer Cornett for the Award Medal of Meritorious Service in accordance with the Hickory 
Police Department Policy. Chief Whisnant advised that Officer Cornett received a medal 
tonight and also an award pin that could be worn on his uniform from now on.   
 
Photos were taken.  
 
Mayor Guess especially thanked Officer Cornett.  On a daily basis they do things that 
they probably do not hear about a lot of times.  He took the opportunity to thank each and 
every one of their coworkers.  Those that sometimes do not get recognized for the job 
that they do each and every day, but they certainly do appreciate each and every one of 
them.  He thanked all of their coworkers.  

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 
 Mayor Guess explained the process for persons requesting to be heard.   
 

A. Barry Jolley, 757 6th Avenue SW, Hickory, Discussion of Avenues to Work with Council 
on Criminal Activity in the Ridgeview Area.   
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Mr. Barry Nathaniel Jolley advised he was a 1966 graduate of Ridgeview High School, 
the last year for Ridgeview High School.  His address was 757 6th Avenue SW, which 
was behind Randy Marion up 8th Street.  His reason for speaking was for criminal 
activities in the Ridgeview Area, which he was maybe two weeks in a group, Men of 
Action of the Ridgeview Area.  He had talked with some of the people that he had to be 
associated with, but basically, they were trying to get this construction to help out with the 
Ridgeview Community to get it cleaner.  Where you would be able to come in and be 
proud that you were a member of that community.  They have limited intake right now, 
but they were working on it.  They want Council to be aware of and be able to have some 
kind of constructive activity with the enforcement of the Ridgeview Community, which he 
was not sure what ward that was.   
 
Alderman Williams advised Ward 4.  
 
Mr. Jolley advised they were going to take some time to get this in action and this was 
their starting point right here, to have the Council involved as well as the Police 
Department.  That was mostly what it was about, let it be acknowledged that they were in 
action, and they were trying to get this mud out of the water.  He hoped that was clear 
enough for Council to understand.   
 
Councilmembers thanked Mr. Jolley.  
 

B. Cliff Moone, 4030 North Center Street Unit 304, Timberwood Townhomes, note it was a 
lovely place to live in Hickory, one of the oldest town homes that were in the area.   He 
thanked Alderwoman Patton for a nomination that she was going to have later in this 
meeting tonight.  He was very pleased as the Chair of the Appearance Commission to 
have someone who was going to be nominated a little later join them.  He had worked 
with him before, and he thought it would be a real help to the Appearance Commission.  
He thanked Alderwoman Patton.   

 
Mr. Moone hoped he did not sound too preachy/teachy, which was what he did for most 
of his life, when he says these things, but he spent a lot of time in his retirement reading 
and thinking about the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.   He noted on 
tonight's agenda, the line in the Consent Agenda that they were going to be issuing the 
Proclamation.  He thanked Mayor Guess for making him a copy of it.  We live in a time 
here where we all know that there was so much division around us, so much separation 
among people politically, and socially, and cultural issues, and so many various things in 
our wonderful republic.  And yet he does not see that nearly as much in our town of 
Hickory and he was really proud of that fact, that he does not see it as much.  It was 
there of course, and it would be.  We are pushed by media and social media and all 
those things together.  But George Will, Conservative Columnist and Political Philosopher 
once had written that the Preamble to the Constitution was not a mere decorative filigree 
on the constitution.  It was a statement of the objectives of all that follows.  In reflecting 
on that he often thinks about the fact that the six stated purposes for which our 
Constitution was ordained are the specific signpost, the abstract principles which we can 
choose to be guided in framing and determining the political questions and issues of the 
day.  Does a particular civic or political action move us toward a more perfect union?  
Does it help establish justice?  Does it ensure greater domestic tranquility?  Will it, when 
applicable, provide for the common defense?  Does it promote the general welfare of the 
people and the Country, and the City, and the State?  Does it help to secure to ourselves 
and our posterity the blessings of liberty?  These he thought were the questions to 
repeatedly ask as they debate, advocate, and vote within the reality of our historical 
context.  Today, as in 1787, this was where we begin and ultimately constrained by 
articles one through seven of the Constitution, by the Bill of Rights, and by the 
Amendments we the people make to, and thereby, was where they must and will end. He 
wanted to say in that regard that he believes, and he knew they did, the Constitution 
provides that structural framework, which we all can say even when we disagree about its 
meaning this was where we begin, and this is where we must end together.  He hoped 
that all of them here tonight, himself included, and he humbly said this, and you my 
leaders in this community, would find time between September 6th and September 17th to 
do their own reflection on the meaning of the constitution for you.  And it would be more 
than just a line in their Consent Agenda for them.  He thanked Council.  
 
Councilmembers thanked Mr. Moone.  
 
Mayor Guess asked if anyone else wished to be heard.  No one else appeared.   

 
VI. Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of August 16, 2022.   
 

Alderman Seaver moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the Minutes of August 
16, 2022 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 
reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderwoman Williams that the following be reaffirmed 
and ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A, Budget Revision Number 4.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous)  

  
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below will be enacted by vote of City Council.  There will be no 

separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests.  In which event, the 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item IX.   

 
Mayor Guess moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
A. Approved the Proclamation for Constitution Week 2022.   
 
B. Approved a Cemetery Deed from the City of Hickory to Joyce Surratt, Located in 

Southside Cemetery, being Plot F, Lot Nos. 8 and 9, Section 5, Containing 80 Square 
Feet More or Less.  (Prepared by Deputy City Attorney Arnita M. Dula, City of Hickory).  

 
C. Approved a Cemetery Deed from the City of Hickory to Deborah Heard, Located in 

Southside Cemetery, being Plot K, Lot Nos. 11 and 12, Section 5, Containing 80 Square 
Feet More or Less.  (Prepared by Deputy City Attorney Arnita M. Dula, City of Hickory).  

 
D. Approved a Cemetery Deed from the City of Hickory to LaDosca Sims, Located in 

Southside Cemetery, being Plot C, Lot Nos. 20 and 21, Section 5, Containing 80 Square 
Feet More or Less.  (Prepared by Deputy City Attorney Arnita M. Dula, City of Hickory). 

 
E. Approved a Supplemental Agreement with the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation to Increase the Funding for Intersection Improvements on 16th Street NE. 
 
 Staff requests Council’s approval of the supplemental project agreement between the 

City of Hickory and North Carolina Department of Transportation to increase the funds on 
a congestion management and air quality project.  The City applied for and received 
Congestion Management and Air Quality (CMAQ) funding approval from the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for intersection improvements on 16th 
Street NE (Sandy Ridge Road) at 21st Avenue NE and at 29th Avenue Drive NE that 
included two roundabouts. This scope was changed to remove the roundabout at 29th 
Avenue Drive NE.  The original funding was based on an estimated project cost of 
$2,691,250, of which 80% in the amount of $2,153,000 would be funded by NCDOT.  The 
remainder, $538,250, would be the responsibility of the City.  An additional supplemental 
agreement was approved that increased the funding amount to $3,697,000, which is 80% 
of the total project cost of $4,621,250.  The City would be responsible for the remaining 
20%, which amounted to $924,250.  This supplemental agreement which includes 
$4,364,000 of CMAQ Funds and $2,390,000 of BGANY Funds increases the funding 
amount to $6,754,000, which is 80% of the total project cost of $8,442,500. The City will 
be responsible for the remaining 20%, which amounts to $1,688,500.  NCDOT has 
determined that a single-lane roundabout at the intersection of 16th Street NE (Sandy 
Ridge Road) and 21st Avenue NE is needed to satisfy future traffic demands.  There will 
be approximately 2,500 feet of roadway construction on Sandy Ridge Road and 750 
linear feet of roadway construction on 21st Avenue NE.  Improvements to Sandy Ridge 
Road will include a bike lane and a sidewalk on each side or multi-use trail on one side.  
Staff recommends Council’s approval of the Supplemental Agreement between the City 
of Hickory and North Carolina Department of Transportation to increase the funding on 
this CMAQ project. 

 
F. Called for a Public Hearing to Consider the FY 2021-2022 Consolidated Annual 

Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER).  (Authorized Public Hearing for  
September 20, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of the Julian G. Whitener 
Municipal Building).  

         
G. Approved a Resolution Authorizing the City to Enter into a Lease Agreement with 

Merchants Distributors, Inc. for a Skybox.  
 
 Staff requests Council’s consideration of the Resolution authorizing the City to enter into 

a Lease Agreement with Merchants Distributors, Inc. (MDI).  In 1996, MDI made a 
onetime donation to the City for the construction of L.P. Frans Stadium.   The City also is 
the owner of  two skyboxes located within the stadium.  Council determined MDI’s 
donation affords the company the opportunity to lease a skybox.  MDI has leased the 
skybox for several years.  The lease has expired.  North Carolina General Statute 160A-
272 requires Council to adopt a Resolution that authorizes the execution of a lease 
agreement having a term greater than one year upon 30 days' public notice. The notice 
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must describe the property to be leased, list the annual lease payments, and announce 
the Council's intent to authorize the lease.  The proposed new lease agreement is for a  
9-year, 11-month term, beginning January 1, 2023 and ending November 30, 2032.  The 
lease fee is a total sum of Eighteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars 
($18,875) to be paid over the lease term in ten separate annual payments.   The lease 
outlines the City’s and MDI’s obligations and responsibilities for the skybox, including 
maintenance and the procedure for MDI to make improvements and alterations to the 
skybox.  Council intends to enter into the Lease.  Staff requests Council adopt the 
Resolution authorizing the City’s intent to enter into the Lease Agreement with MDI.  

 
Legal notice was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in the Hickory 
area on September 2, 2022.   
 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-44 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT OF INTENT TO ENTER INTO A 
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MERCHANTS DISTRIBUTORS, INC 
 
WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Hickory desires to enter into a lease agreement for 
a skybox with Merchants Distributors, Inc.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THAT:   
 
1. The City of Hickory owns L.P. Frans Stadium, a multi-purpose sports facility, 

having a physical address of 2500 Clement Blvd NW, Hickory, North Carolina 
28601. 

 
2. The City owns two skyboxes located in the stadium.  
 
3. City Council desires to lease one skybox to Merchants Distributors, Inc (“MDI”) 

for its periodic and exclusive use.  
 
4. The lease term is nine years, eleven months beginning January 1, 2023 and 

ending November 30, 2032. 
 
5. The lease payment is a total sum of Eighteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-

Five Dollars ($18,875.00) paid as ten (10) separate annual payments over the 
lease term.  

 
6. Notice was published on September 2, 2022 describing the property to be 

leased, the lease term, lease payments, notice requirements and announcing the 
Council’s intent to authorize the lease at its City Council meeting scheduled for 
October 4, 2022 in accordance with G.S. 160A-272.  

 
H. Approved the Contract for the Purchase of a 2023 Smeal/Spartan Custom Pumper in the 

Amount of $778,069 from Atlantic Coast Fire Trucks, LLC under the Houston Galveston 
Area Council (HGAC) Contract.  

 
 Staff request approval of the contract for the purchase of a new 2023 Smeal/Spartan 

Custom Pumper from Atlantic Coast Fire Trucks through the Houston Galveston Area 
Council (HGAC) Interlocal Contract.  Following the Apparatus Replacement Schedule, 
the fire department identified and reviewed the requirements for a fire department 
pumper meeting the current NFPA 1901 standards. The fire department staff has 
analyzed the capabilities of numerous manufacturers of apparatus and have determined 
that Smeal/Spartan Fire Apparatus designs and builds emergency vehicles that meet or 
exceed the minimum standards set forth by the fire department. The requirements of the 
apparatus and the performance history recounted from the HGAC contracts aided the 
decision to purchase a Smeal/Spartan Fire Apparatus from Atlantic Coast Fire Trucks, 
LLC. The apparatus being replaced, a 2004 Spartan/Rosenbauer, will be placed into 
reserve status upon the delivery and after training on the new Smeal/Spartan Custom 
Pumper.  The custom pumper will be purchased from Atlantic Coast Fire Trucks, LLC 
(the dealer for Smeal/Spartan Fire Apparatus) under the guidelines and stipulations set 
forth by the HGAC contract. The City of Hickory has participated in this purchasing format 
since November 2012.  This new Smeal/Spartan fire apparatus will include an aluminum 
body, a Spartan Metro-Star Cab, and Chassis, and a 1,500 gallon per minute (gpm) fire 
pump. The total cost of this new custom pumper is $778,069.  This is an 80/20 price 
agreement that provides a total discount of $18,002, if a pre-payment of $622,455.20 is 
paid within 21 days of fully signed contract. The total price includes a Performance and 
Payment Bond of $3,369, which protects the pre-payment amount from the City of 
Hickory.  Hickory Fire Department staff recommends the acceptance of the proposed 
contract for the purchase of a 2023 Smeal/Spartan Custom Pumper for the total sum of 
$778,069, utilizing the 80/20 pre-payment option that will be protected by a Performance 
and Payment Bond.  
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I. Approved a Professional Services Agreement with WK Dickson and Co., Inc. in the 
Amount of $1,181,000 plus Permit Fees for the Hickory SW Water and Sewer Project.  

 
 Staff requests Council’s approval of a Professional Services Agreement with WK Dickson 

and Co., Inc., for the Hickory SW Water and Sewer Project in the amount of $1,181,000 
plus permit fees.  An evaluation of the southwest corridor, south of Mountain View, has 
shown potential for economic development. City staff has identified these corridors with 
the partnership of the Catawba County EDC and are projecting the potential for growth in 
these areas. This project will consist of a water line extension and loop to connect the 
existing system for redundancy, along with a wastewater pumping station to relay 
wastewater to the Henry Fork Wastewater Treatment Facility.  This agreement includes 
survey, geotechnical engineering, engineering design, easement plat preparation, 
permitting, construction bidding and administration. It is anticipated that the design will be 
completed in 210 days from notice to proceed.  Catawba County will be sharing the cost 
of this project.  Staff recommends Council’s approval of a Professional Services 
Agreement with WK Dickson and Co., Inc., for the Hickory SW Water and Sewer Project 
in the amount of $1,181,000 plus permit fees. 

 
J. Approved a Ground Lease Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding for the 

Placement and Use of a Fire Training Facility on Catawba Valley Community College’s 
Property.  

 
 Staff request Council’s consideration of a Ground Lease Agreement and Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) for the placement and use of a fire training facility on Catawba 
Valley Community College’s (CVCC) property.  The Hickory Fire Department (HFD) must 
provide ongoing training, including live burn situations, to the City’s firefighters. HFD has 
had to use another entity’s fire training facility in accordance with the entity’s schedule. 
To better facilitate live burn training, HFD purchased a fire training facility in 2021.  
Following negotiations with CVCC, the college agreed to lease a portion of its property to 
the City to place the fire training facility.  The Agreement is for a term of 25-years 
beginning October 1, 2022 and ending September 30, 2047, for $1.00 per year. The City 
is constructing the facility on the designated CVCC parcel.  The City is responsible for 
maintaining the facility but will be reimbursed by CVCC for all costs.  The City will be the 
primary user of the facility.  The City will own all the right, title, and interest in the facility 
during the lease term.  Upon the expiration of the lease term or early termination of the 
Agreement, the City has the option of surrendering the facility to CVCC or removing it.  
The MOU outlines CVCC’s permitted use of the fire training facility for training exercises. 
Staff recommends Council’s approval of the Ground Lease Agreement and Memorandum 
of Understanding.   

 
K. Approved of a Resolution Accepting the Offer of $650,000 from Hickory Christian 

Academy for the Purchase of the Western Portion of the City-Owned Property Located at 
3404 6th Street Drive NW, Being a Portion of PIN 3704-07-67-2574 and Authorize the 
Advertisement for Upset Bids.   

 
The City owns the property located at 3404 6th Street Drive NW, PIN 3704-07-67-2574.  
Hickory Christian Academy has offered the City $650,000 to purchase the western 
portion of the lot and all existing improvements thereon.  In exchange for a payment of 
$650,000 and Hickory Christian Academy’s (HCA) construction of a regulation size 
artificial turf athletic field on that site, and a priority use agreement between HCA and the 
City of Hickory for that field and the associated parking lot, City Council hereby 
authorizes staff to proceed with the upset bid process for the sale of a portion of this 
property and allow other interested parties to bid on the property after the City Clerk 
places a public notice in the newspaper.  Staff recommends that City Council adopt a 
Resolution accepting the offer from Hickory Christian Academy and authorize staff to 
advertise for upset bids.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-45 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT OF AN OFFER TO PURCHASE 
CERTAIN PROPERTY  
 
WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Hickory desires to dispose of certain surplus 
properties of the City of Hickory.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THAT:   
 
1. The following described property is hereby declared to be surplus to the needs of 

the City of Hickory:  
 

Being the western portion of the property located at 3404 6th Street Drive NW, 
Hickory, PIN #3704-07-67-2574, recorded in Deed Book 2900 at Page 1026, 
Catawba County Registry.   
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2. City Council has received an offer to purchase for the sum of $650,000 for the
western portion of the property located at 3404 6th Street Drive NW, Hickory,
North Carolina.  The person making the offer must deposit with the City Clerk a
sum equal to five percent (5%) of his or her offer in the form of cash or cashier’s
check.

3. City Council proposes to accept the offer unless a qualifying upset bid shall be
made.

4. The City Clerk shall cause a notice of such offer to be published in accordance
with G.S. 160A-269.

5. Persons wishing to upset the offer must submit a sealed bid to the City Clerk
within ten (10) days after publication of the notice.  The person making the bid
must deposit with the City Clerk a sum equal to five percent (5%) of his or her
offer in the form of cash or cashier’s check.  At the conclusion of the ten (10)
days, the City Clerk shall open the bids, and the highest such bid will become the
new offer.  If there is more than one bid in the highest amount, the first such bid
received will become the new offer.

6. If a qualifying upset bid is received, the City Clerk is directed to re-advertise the
offer at the increased upset bid amount, and to continue with this process until a
ten (10) day period has passed without receipt of a qualifying upset bid.

7. If no upset bid(s) are received, City Council authorizes the City Manager to
execute the contract and all documents associated with the sale of the subject
property.

L. Approved on First Reading Budget Revision Number 5.

ORDINANCE NO. 22-30 
BUDGET REVISION NUMBER 5 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to N.C. 
General Statutes 159.15 and 159.13.2, the following revision be made to the annual 
budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, and for the duration of the 
Project Ordinance noted herein.     

SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund within the FY 2022-23 Budget Ordinance, the 
expenditures shall be amended as follows:  

To provide funding for the above, the General Fund revenues will be amended as follows: 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Miscellaneous 12,345 - 

Other Financing Sources 924,250 - 

      TOTAL 936,595 - 

SECTION 2. To amend the Sandy Ridge Intersection (#546015) Capital Project 
Ordinance, the expenditures shall be amended as follows: 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

General Capital Projects 4,621,250 - 

      TOTAL 4,621,250 - 

To provide funding for the above, the Sandy Ridge Intersection (#546012) revenues will 
be amended as follows:     

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Restricted Intergovernmental 3,697,000 - 

Other Financing Sources 924,250 - 

      TOTAL 4,621,250 - 

SECTION 3.  Copies of the budget revision shall be furnished to the Clerk of the 
Governing Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for 
their direction. 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Public Safety 12,150 - 

Culture & Recreation 195 - 

General Capital Projects 924,250 - 

TOTAL 936,595 -
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IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 

 
XI. New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearings  
 

1. Approved the Voluntary Contiguous Annexation of Property Owned by David 
Robert Amos, Containing 3.14 Acres, Located at 2731 Spencer Road, PIN 3723-
14-34-4393. – Presentation by Planning Director Brian Frazier.          
 
David Amos has petitioned for the voluntary contiguous annexation of 3.14 acres 
of property located at 2731 Spencer Road. The subject property is currently 
located within Hickory’s extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) and zoned R-1 
Residential. The annexation is being requested to gain access to City services.  
The subject property is currently zoned R-1 Residential and totals 3.14 acres in 
total size. The current R-1 zoning residential uses at a density of two dwelling 
units per acre.  The subject property is currently vacant but is intended to be 
used for residential purposes.  The current tax value of the property is $26,796.   
If annexed with its present value, the property would generate additional tax 
revenues of $178.  No indication has been given as to the potential value of any 
improvements to the property.  Upon analysis, staff has determined the petition 
meets the statutory requirements for voluntary contiguous annexation, and 
adequate public services are available.  Staff finds the petition to be in conformity 
with applicable statutes and recommends approval of the petition. 

 

This public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the Hickory area on August 19, 2022.   
 
City Manager Warren Wood asked Planning Director Brian Frazier to the podium 
to present Council with a voluntary contiguous annexation of property owned by 
David Robert Amos, containing 3.14 acres, located at 2731 Spencer Road.   
 
Planning Director Brian Frazier presented a PowerPoint presentation.  He 
advised the applicant was David Amos.  This was a voluntary contiguous 
annexation on Spencer Road.  It was just under a half of a mile east of the 
intersection with McDonald Parkway.  The current development was vacant.  The 
future development would be proposed to be residential.  Annexation was being 
requested to obtain City services.  He referred to the PowerPoint and displayed a 
map.  He pointed out the property in question, the property located in the extra-
territorial jurisdiction (ETJ), and the City of Hickory limits.  He displayed an aerial 
photo and pointed out Spencer Road, and McDonald Parkway.  He displayed 
another map and pointed out the areas zoned R-1 Residential and R-2 
Residential.  The voluntary annexation petition appeared to comply with all 
applicable annexation statutes of the State of North Carolina.  They have 
adequate public services in sufficient quantities at the site.  The annexation of the 
property would not cause available public services to fall below acceptable 
levels.  Based upon these findings staff recommended approval of this requested 
annexation.  He asked Council for any questions. 
 
Mayor Guess asked for any questions for Mr. Frazier.  Mayor Guess explained 
the rules for conducting the public hearing.  He declared the public hearing open 
and asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition to the proposal.  
No one appeared.  Mayor Guess asked if there was anyone present to speak in 
favor of the proposal.  No one appeared.  Mayor Guess closed the public 
hearing.   
 

 Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Zagaroli approval of the 
voluntary contiguous annexation of 2731 Spencer Road.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  

 

   ANNEXATION ORDINANCE NO. 478 

 
VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION ORDINANCE (CONTIGUOUS) 

David Robert Amos 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE  
CITY OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA, PURSUANT TO  

GENERAL STATUTES 160A-58.1, AS AMENDED (CONTIGUOUS) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory desires to annex the area 
described herein, under G.S. 160A-58.1, as amended; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to 
investigate the sufficiency of said annexation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified to the sufficiency of said request, and a 
public hearing on the question of this annexation was held in the Council 
Chambers of the Julian G. Whitener Municipal Building, located at 76 North 
Center Street, Hickory, North Carolina, at 7:00 p.m. on the 6th day of September 
2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory further finds that the area 
described therein meets the standards of G.S. 160A-58.1(b), to wit: 
 
a. The nearest point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is not more 

than three miles from the corporate limits of the City of Hickory. 
 
b. No point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is closer to another 

city than to the City of Hickory. 
 
c. The areas described are so situated that the City will be able to provide 

services on the same basis within the proposed satellite corporate limits 
that it provides within the primary corporate limits. 

 
d. No subdivision, as defined in G.S. 160A-376, will be fragmented by this 

proposed annexation. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory does hereby find as a fact that 
said petition has been signed by all the owners of real property in the area who 
are required by law to sign and all other requirements of G.S. 160A-58.1 as 
amended, have been complied with; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the annexation is otherwise valid, 
and that the public health, safety, and welfare of the City of Hickory and of the 
areas proposed for annexation will be best served by annexing the area herein 
described. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA: 
 
Section 1.  By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-58.2, as amended, the 
following-described contiguous territory is hereby annexed and made a part of 
the City of Hickory as of the  30th day of September 2022:  
 

Contiguous Annexation 
by the  

City of Hickory 
known as the 

David Robert Amos Property 
 

That certain parcel or tract of land lying and being about 3.52 miles east 
northeast of the center of the City of Hickory. Bounded on the east by the existing 
City of Hickory city limits as shown in Plat Book 21 Page 264; on the north by Lot 
2 of the David Robert Amos lands as shown in Plat Book 84 at Page 18 and by 
the lands of Wayne C. Cox as described in Deed Book 3022 at Page 1905 and 
the existing City of Hickory city limits as shown in Plat Book 29 at Page 116; on 
the east by the existing City of Hickory city limits as shown in Plat Book 29 at 
Page 116, the lands of Christian H. Garcia Vallejos as described in Deed Book 
3452 at Page 954, Paul Saephan as described in Deed Book 3628 at Page 606, 
Treva D. Pope as described in Deed Book 3345 at Page 1756 and Jerry Francis 
as described in Deed Book 3587 at Page 383; on the south by the right-of-way of 
12th Avenue Drive NE and more particularly described as follows, to wit. 
 
Beginning at a ½” rebar, a corner of the existing City of Hickory city limits as 
shown in Plat Book 21 at Page 264, said rebar being located South 84 degrees 
45 minutes 16 seconds East 333.28 feet from a mag nail in the intersection of 
12th Avenue Drive NE and 27th Street NE, and running thence, as the existing city 
limits line, North 00 degrees 13 minutes 34 seconds East 586.27 feet to a ½” 
rebar, the southwest corner of Lot 2 as shown in Plat Book 84 at Page 18; 
thence, leaving the existing city limits, a new City of Hickory city limits line and 
with the south line of Lot 2, South 69 degrees 41 minutes 35 seconds East 
234.97 feet to a 7/8” pipe, the southwest corner of Wayne C. Cox as described in 
Deed Book 3022 at Page 1905 and a corner of the existing City of Hickory city 
limits as shown in Plat Book 29 at Page 116; thence as the existing City of 
Hickory city limits the following calls: with the south line of Cox, South 75 degrees 



September 6, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

39 minutes 24 seconds East 114.82 feet to a 3” channel iron in the east line of 
the Christian H. Garcia Vallejos lands as described in Deed Book 3452 at Page 
954; thence, with the east line of Vallejos and the Paul Saephan lands as 
described in Deed Book 3628 at Page 606, South 10 degrees 10 minutes 47 
seconds West 145.35 feet to a 1” pipe, the northwest corner of the Treva D. 
Pope lands as described in Deed Book 3345 at Page 1756; thence, with the east 
line of Pope, South 10 degrees 22 minutes 44 seconds West, passing a 1” pipe 
at 147.74 feet, a total distance of 165.01 feet to a 7/8” pipe, the northeast corner 
of the Jerry Francis lands as described in Deed Book 3587 at Page 383; thence, 
leaving the existing City of Hickory city limits and as new City of Hickory city 
limits the following calls: with the north line of Francis, North 73 degrees 04 
minutes 52 seconds West 109.04 feet to a ½” rebar, the northwest corner of 
Francis; thence, with the west line of Francis, South 10 degrees 24 minutes 12 
seconds West 242.84 feet to a 7/8” pipe on the north right-of-way line of 12th 
Avenue Drive NE; thence, with said right-of-way, North 74 degrees 28 minutes 
16 seconds West 135.27 feet to the point of beginning. Containing 3.140 acres 
more or less. All information found in this description is taken from a plat by 
Bunton Surveying and Mapping, PA entitled “Contiguous Annexation by the City 
of Hickory known as the David Robert Amos Property”. 
 
Section 2.  Upon and after the 30th day of September 2022, the above-described 
territory and its citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, 
ordinances, and regulations in force in the City of Hickory and shall be entitled to 
the same privileges and benefits as other parts of the City of Hickory.  Said 
territory shall be subject to municipal taxes according to G.S. 160A-58.10, as 
amended.  
 
Section 3.  The newly annexed territory described herein shall become part of 
Ward No. 3 of the City of Hickory. 
 
Section 4.  The Mayor of the City of Hickory shall cause to be recorded in the 
Office of the Register of Deeds of Catawba County, and in the Office of the 
Secretary of State at Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed 
territory, described in Section 1 hereof, together with duly certified copy of this 
Ordinance.  Such a map shall also be delivered to the County Board of Elections, 
as required by G.S. 163-288.1. 
 

 B. Departmental Reports 
 
  1. Presentation on the Fie Training Facility by Hickory Fire Department Chief 

Matthew Hutchinson.  
 
   City Manager Warren Wood advised earlier tonight City Council approved a 

Ground Lease at Catawba Valley Community College (CVCC) at their Public 
Safety Training Facility for a Fire Training Facility for the City.  He asked Hickory 
Fire Chief Matthew Hutchinson to the podium for the presentation on the Fire 
Training Facility.   

 
   Hickory Fire Department Chief Matthew Hutchinson presented a PowerPoint 

presentation.  Chief Hutchinson advised it had been a long project.  He would 
share some background to bring everything together.  In 2019, the Fire 
Department endeavored on its first ever strategic planning, community driven 
strategic plan and they engaged over 94 community stakeholders.  Some of the 
audience present may have been involved in that.  That was to give them a voice 
of what drives their operations and what was going to be their future for the Fire 
Department.  They took this feedback and did a SWAT analysis, (strengths, 
weakness, opportunities, threats) to their internal Strategic Planning Workgroup 
that was people that they had picked together from the Fire Service, Fire 
Department and it identified seven initiatives.  He referred to the initiatives on the 
PowerPoint.  In one way or another this new facility touched every one of those.  
But specifically, it goes to their training, succession planning, and specialized 
training.   

 
   Chief Matthew Hutchinson discussed the project timeline.  In December of 2020, 

they received the ISO Class One rating, but during that time it was identified that 
a training facility was of need.  In fiscal year 2020-2021 he tasked the Fire 
Department Command Staff, who were present, with identifying suitable areas in 
the City of Hickory that would provide a large enough footprint or site for a 
training facility in relation to acreage and amenities.  It was during this time that 
they identified some suitable sites, but they were also contacted by CVCC staff, 
and they made them an offer to collaborate on their existing Public Safety Facility 
which was on Sweetwater Road.  They had already been doing training there at 
this time.  Basically infrastructure, the existing site was there, it was a perfect site 
for a training facility, and it would be conducive for their personnel, keeping it 
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local for training instead of going out of out of the County and keeping it within 
their response district.  They had tons of conversations with CVCC people about 
the building layout, design and all the things.  When it came down to City 
Management and CVCC Board members they saw the benefit of this 
collaboration as they did, and they decided to move forward.  Funds were 
requested in the Capital Budget.  After it was approved in fiscal year 2021-2022 
by this Council, they began the process of reviewing legal agreements, 
requesting bid packages, and ordering the tower.  The company that they 
purchased from was called WHP Training Towers.  They had been doing this for 
over 40-years and they have over 900 buildings that they had put up over that 
time.  Specifically, they went to Kernersville and looked at one, and noticed that 
the quality was just outstanding.  It was going to last them for a longtime.  Of 
note, the timing of this was impeccable because June of 2022, they asked them 
what the costs was for them to do this today.  It was a 25% increase.  That was 
June.  He would not even want to ask right now because they had seen 20% 
bumps already.   

 
   Chief Hutchinson explained the construction process which began in October.  

They already had some local companies doing site grading, the concrete was put 
up for the facility.  That group came in here and in 10-weeks they had that 
building completed.   It was some of the hottest days of this summer, he was 
sure they could remember, and they were in a tin can.  It was amazing that they 
did what they did and did it fast and they did it exceptional.  Sometimes they 
worked six days a week.   

 
   Chief Hutchinson shared some feedback.  This is what he thought our City was 

about.  They said that we were the most,  we City employees, and everyone they 
met were the most courteous group of people that they ever worked for.  They 
would love to come back to the area because the hospitality the City coworkers 
showed.  Matter of fact, somebody took them fishing one day that that they had a 
day off on a Sunday on Lake Hickory.  That was just awesome to him.  That was 
what we are about.   

 
   Chief Hutchinson advised they had their contractor drone operator come by and 

do some pictures of the facility.  He explained the video.  There were two burn 
rooms in this facility.  He was going to have everyone come down and look at it.  
It described the material on the walls which was called a super padgenite 
material.  It was a very expensive fire brick, for lack of a better term, and it was 
made to accept the heat and then cool down fast.  The max temperature in these 
rooms was going to be about 800 degrees.  There were two of them, one was on 
the first main level, there was another one on the second level.  The tower was 
four-stories.  He noted that when they look at this video it did not look that big.  
But trust him, it was pretty overwhelming when you get there.  There was going 
to be a lot of training coming off the building.  He advised there was a picture of 
what looks like a balcony.  With all the multi-story residential buildings that were 
being put up they wanted to do a balcony.  Something they were going to see, so 
they put that in there.  They have training for automatic sprinkler systems and 
standpipe systems.  They had them move the standpipe system to put it the way 
the City’s code does it, so that it was more realistic for them.  Sprinkler systems, 
typically when they go off, it was not the whole thing like you see in the movies, it 
was one area.  Moretz Mills had a sprinkler go off, there was a fire, but what they 
trained was how to stop that without turning the water off.  They have a simulator 
for that.  It was over 3,200 square feet of training area in the leased, blocked 
area they have.  They were really, really excited about it.  It was done but there 
was still paving to do.  He advised they would see a lot of dirt. All the hydrants 
were in.  He played the video.  As the video played, he pointed out Sweetwater, 
on the east side looking down on the building, a roof where they could do roof 
props and go up on the top and cut a hole in it and replace the wood and do it 
again.  It trains on how to do ventilation. That was a huge piece right there.  He 
pointed out the balcony piece, a burn room on the first floor.  The only thing they 
were going to burn in there was pallets or straw.  That was it.  There had always 
been the concern that it was just too toxic, and it was not allowed by North 
Carolina Standards.  He pointed out a room that was drill training, a downed 
firefighter training. It was going through the floor, breaching a wall.  He pointed 
out the second burn room.  The intent of the upper deck was so they could go in 
the upper deck and go down and do a basement fire, which was another 
requirement.  They hoped some of the equipment was from Mid-State to do the 
paving.  They were looking at probably the end of October, they said about two 
weeks.   

 
   Chief Hutchinson advised their number six goal was to develop and support 

comprehensive training programs that educates and equips personnel and fire 
suppression, specialized rescue, medical response, hazardous materials 
incidents, and risk reduction effort to create a multi hazard service department.  
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That was what their goal was.  What they had done today with Council signing 
that Lease Agreement, everything that everyone had helped support them to do, 
that was what had been done.  It was a huge endeavor.  They were really 
excited.  They had been doing a lot of training, not at the facility, but out on that 
where they saw the truck.  Everyone had gone down to look at it and everyone 
was pumped up  and they are ready to go.  It was a good thing.  What Council 
did tonight, would ensure that this facility was here for their current, and then 
future firefighters.  He could not say enough how much it meant to work with 
such a great group of coworkers that we have in the City.  There were a lot of 
people present that helped them get to where they were and where they are, and 
the City Departments come together on this project that kept it moving forward 
and maintained the highest level of quality of the finished product.  He thanked all 
of them for that role they played.  He asked for any questions. 

 
   Alderwoman Patton asked if they were going to able to train others that would be 

coming, instead of us going to their County.  Would they pull in others? 
 
   Chief Hutchinson replied yes, that was another benefit of this collaboration.  They 

want other departments.  With the ISO rating they have to do a lot of mutual aid 
training.  They want those other departments in there as well when they train.  It 
was going to be a huge benefit. 

 
   Alderman Zagaroli asked if they were going to pave all around it.  
 
   Chief Hutchinson responded yes sir.   
 
   Alderman Zagaroli commented where it looks like gravel that was going to be 

paved.  
 
   Chief Hutchinson replied yes sir.  As soon as you come in there it would be 

paved all the way around.  It would be like a City street, curbed to simulate the 
same. 

 
   Alderman Wood asked where they had been doing this training prior to this 

facility.  
 
   Chief Hutchinson advised they had multiple locations, but the most prominent in 

the past three years was Western Piedmont. 
 
   Alderman Wood commented in his mind, and this may not be a big deal, but 

keeping the professionals here where they can respond if required and not taking 
a vehicle out of service and things like that, that was a huge benefit too he 
thought.   

 
   Chief Hutchinson replied yes sir, it was.  It relieved the burden on their staffing 

and as well as overtime budget.  It was a huge benefit. 
 
   Mayor Guess asked for any further questions.  
 
   City Manager Warren Wood commented to Alderman Wood’s points that was 

one of the main reasons they did this so they do not have to take engines out of 
service, and you get 25 minutes down the road and back to Morganton so they 
could do it all right here. 

 
   Chief Hutchinson noted the way it was setup with the hydrants, and in the way it 

was set up inside that facility, they could flow water and not take a truck 
pumping, so they could still function operate and then be able to leave for 
something if they need to. 

 
   Alderman Wood thanked them for everything. It was exciting.   
 
   Mayor Guess thanked Chief Hutchinson.  They were also very thankful for the 

partnership with CVCC, because without their partnership they could have still 
done it, but it was a lot easier having those relationships and that partnership 
with CVCC, thank you.   

 
   2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions   

 
   COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                          VACANT 
   At-Large (Outside City but within HRPA) (Council Appoints)                    VACANT 
   At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                      VACANT 
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 Alderwoman Patton nominated Doug Dickson for Ward 6 Representative on the 
Community Appearance Commission.  

            
   COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
 Other Minority (Council Appoints)                          VACANT 

   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                             VACANT 
                                       Other Minority (Council Appoints)                VACANT 

 
  HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
 Licensed Architect (Council Appoints)                                                       VACANT 
 

  LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 3 (Seaver Appoints)                VACANT 

 
 Alderman Seaver nominated Nathan Ahlgrim as Ward 3 Representative for the 

Library Advisory Board.  
 

 PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
  Ward 4 (D. Williams Appoints)                             VACANT 
                                
  RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                          VACANT 
    

UNIVERSITY CITY COMMISSION 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 2-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  

  At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                         VACANT 
  At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                         VACANT  
  At-Large Not Including ETJ (Council Appoints)                                         VACANT 
 

 Mayor Guess noted they were in pretty good shape as far as their Boards and 
Commissions go and having most of the vacancies filled.  He reminded those in 
the audience, he knew they had some that had served before, so they 
appreciated their service.  If they were interested in serving on any of these 
vacant Boards or Commissions, just see one of the Council members or himself 
and they would be glad to point them in that direction.    

      
 Mayor Guess moved seconded by Alderman Zagaroli approval of the above 

nominations.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   
 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
 Alderman Williams thanked Mr. Jolley.  He advised that Mr. Jolley contacted him about a month 

ago and he informed him about the men that meet in Ridgeview, and he was just happy to see 
citizens that want to step up and contribute to the community.  He wanted to thank him, and he 
would call him later and thank him for that and for coming to Council.  It was just a great thing to 
see citizens in Ridgeview that were concerned and that are just not just talking but making 
actions and he appreciated him for that.  He advised he would contact him.  

 
 Alderman Williams mentioned he was glad to see Mr. Cliff Moone and Mr. Doug Auer.  He had 

not seen these gentlemen in a while.  He wanted to put a little pressure on Mr. Auer.  Mr. Auer 
was just appointed by the Governor to the North Carolina Parks and Recreation Authority in 
which they supply funds to different cities, grants, and things of that nature.  No pressure Mr. 
Auer but they need some money for our parks here in Hickory.  Congratulations to you for that sir 
and he would like to have a conversation about that with him real soon.   

 
 Mayor Guess mentioned the bright lights and felt like he was in a different Council Chamber.   
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised it was Public Works Director Steve Miller and his staff.  
 
 Mayor Guess asked if they changed them to LED.  
 
 Alderwoman Williams asked them to mention what they had done.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood asked Public Works Director Steve Miller to explain.  
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 Public Works Director Steve Miller advised that Building Services Coordinator Cory Brown 

changed out some of the lighting and took the wood fluting off the back wall.  It brightened it up.  
They were also working on the foyer and bathroom areas outside of Chambers.  It was all Mr. 
Brown’s decorative touch he was just along for the ride.   

 
 Mayor Guess commented it was already a noticeable improvement.  
 
 Council members thanked staff.    
 
 City Manager Warren Wood mentioned that it started when City Clerk Debbie Miller was in 

charge of a City Hall Remake Team, so this was kind of where it all started.  He noted they were 
just getting started.   

 
 Mayor Guess commented it was already looking better and they appreciated it.   
 
XIV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.   
  

 
            
     _______________________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
 

_____________________________________   
 City Clerk  


